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reduction of duties, resulting from the operation of 
the compromise act, notwithstanding the various 
impediments arising from bank expansions and 
contractions, and other counteracting operatioas. 
This bill was a return, in the face of all these evi- 
dences of the advantages of comparatively free 
trade—of the iniquity of the prohibitory system— 
to the protective system ; and that, too, in the most 
odious form. 

He pointed out what might easily have been the 
relief to the treasury from the land fund—what 
might have been the relief from retrenchment of 
expenditures—had not the policy and determina- 
tion of the party now in power been to increase 
expenditures, and thereby to create a necessity for 
passing this bill for protection, and to create a 
debt which will require a national bank to man- 
age it. 

He pointed out the difference between a revenue 
tariff and a protective tariff. Revenue is friendly 
to importatiun; protection is hostile to it. He 
showed how glaring were the fallacies cf all argu- 
ments in favor of duties for protection—how ab- 
surd as a source of revenue. 

In laying duties, there are two points which will 
give the same amount of revenue—a maximum 
point for revenue, and a minimum point for rev- 
enue. Ifthe maximum is transcended, importa- 
tions are diminished and revenue diminished. If 
the minimum is reduced, the reverse takes place. 
Every increase of duty above the maximum for 
revenue, isa tax exclusively for protection, and, 
consequently, antagonist to revenue. 

The complaint of the manufacturers is, that 
prices are too low. To raise prices, they ask for 
monopolies. They might as weil ask for leave to 
plunder. What rigit has Congress to give them 
this aid—this charity—this right to levy a boanty 
for themselves, at the expense of the consumer? 
Is this right found in the Constitution? But, if 
such a thing could constitutionally be done, is not 
Congress bound first to inquire whether what the 
claimants of protection state is true or noi? Has it 
been ascertained that prices are too low to sustain 
manufacturers, or that the protection demanded is 
at ail necessary? Instead of making these in- 
quiries, the manufacturers have been asked how 
much duties they wish for; and nota question has 
been asked on the other side: thus allowing Gov- 
ernment to be made the instrument in the bands of 
one branch of ihe community, for tran-terring 
money into its pockets from the pockets of the 
other branches of the community. Such propositions 
have ever had their advocates and their arguments, 
as they now have. 

The real competition is, not with foreigners, but 
With our own community; it is between one branch 
of home industry and another. Cut off exporis, 
and there wil! be no imports; neither would there 
be foreign competition nor home competition. It 
is asked that all the exchange which brings in im- 
ports shail be taxed for the protection of manufac- 
turers. The exports from the soil of this country 
cannot be estimated at less than 100 millions of 
dollars—procreding from the labor and cultivation 
of the soil, going abroad, and reproducing itself in 
imports. Here is a branch of industry, ten to one 
greater than that from manufactures. But protec- 
tion is hostile to impvris, and consequently to ex- 
ports: then it is hosule to the industry of the ten, 
and fallaciously and fatally friendly to the one. 
He was not hostile to manufacturers. He was no 
enemy—he was an enlightened friend, unwilling to 
see a course pursued, which mus: reflect back in- 
juriously on the manufacturer. 

He proved that the effects of protection were to 
run through in four years, and then prove sucha 
fallacy as to cause a fresh ery for increased protec- 
tion; and that the end of the necessity for stimu- 
Jants could no more be reached than the end of the 
drunkard’s thirst for brandy. Itis in vain for him 
to promise that this bottle shall be the last. When 
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he drinks it, he is more clamorous than before for 
another last bottle; and so on, till he destroys him- 
self. 

Mr. C. entered into many details to show the 
fallacy of protection. But arguing on the mass of 
productions, and the effect of this bill on agricul- 
iural industty, was not so easily understood as 
taking a single item, and showing the effect on it. 
He would, therefore, select cotton as an illustration. 

This bill, by prohibiting, to a certain extent, 
imports, diminishes exports; the colton-grower’s 
production must be diminished, to meet his dimin- 
ished demand for exportation. Ashe diminishes 
production, he must economiz:. To effect this, 
he must restrict and lessen his expenditures out- 
side of his plantation. He must raise his own 
necessaries «f life, and spend less upon the pro- 
ductions cf manufactures. Thus the great law of 
retributive justice comes down upon the heads of 
the manufacturers, who are the cause of all this 
cramping of home industry from mistaken aad selt- 
ish views. There will be no part of the community 
so disappointed as the manufacturers themselves. 
They wil destrwy their own market. Part of it will 
be irretrievably destroyed. This he further illus- 
trated, by pointing out the effects of such a policy 
in withering up the growing consumption for the 
great etaple of the country, resulting from the for- 
eign demand. 

He showed that other great agricultural interests 
would suffer alike—sach as ihe tubacco interest, 
the navigating interest, and the sugar and grain 
growing interests. 


He would say to the opposite gentlemen—Encour- 
age the foreign commerce of the country; leave tie 
home commerce to itself, and it wil! flourish more 
successfully without any stimulants, than it ever 
can by protective duties. It is only the country 
which can export in competition with all the world, 
that can outstrip other na‘ions in prosperity. Was 
not the struggle of every cther enlightened nation to 
inrow off those fetters which are now to be rivetted 
on the producing interests of this country by this 
bili? 

You must encourage a sound currency and low 
taxes; you must encourage your foreizu commerce. 
Young as you are asa walion, you are fall grown 
in your manufactures. You must have a foreign 
market for the products of your soil, or you cannot 
give sustegance to your manufactures, 

Mr. C. liiustrated this in a novel and striking 
manner. 

Toe party in power was a high and influential 
party. Among other things in its system of policy, 
a high tariff was pronounced a blessing on the 
country. Acting up to this policy, what cared they 
how extravagant were expenditures, whenevery ex- 
penditure added to the tariff? What cared they for 
wastefulness, when every waste added to the tariff? 
What cared they fur running in debt and borrow- 
ing, when that debt and that borrowing added to 
the tariff? 

Why had he raised h's voice on this occasion? 
Not that he hoped to stop the progress of this bill; 
for he knew that, if the voice of an angel called for 
its arrest, it would not be arrested. But he raised 
his voices for the dissemination of great truths, 
which, he knev, must uitimately prevail. 

Mr. EVANS observed that, if any other gentle- 
man on the opposite side felt disposed to address 
the Senate on the passage of this bill, he would 
cheerfully yield the floor. 

Mr. BENTON followed the Senator from South 
Carolina, [Mr. Catnoun,] and spoke about an hour 
against the bill. A full report of his speech can- 
not be prepared \o-day; at present, we can only no- 
tice atew of its leading points. He commenced 
with vindicating the tariff act of 1828 from the 
charge made against it by the Senator from South 
Carolina, that this act produced the surplus reve- 
nue which had done so much mischief in the coun- 
try. Mr. B. admitted the mischief; but said that 
the surplus arose from the iands, not the customs; 
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and was the result of receiving paper moncy for 
lands, until the specie circular reduced their sa'es. 
In support of this opinion, he read the following 


table of the receipts from lands and customs, from 
1828 to 1837: 


Years. Customs. Lands. 

1828 $23,205,523 $1,018,308 
1829 22 681,465 1,517,175 
1830 21,922,391 2,329 356 
1831 24,214,441 3,210,815 
1832 28,465,237 2,623,381 
1833 29 032,508 3,947,622 
1834 16,214,957 4,857,610 
1835 19 391,310 14,757,600 
1836 23,409,940 24.877,179 
1837 11,169,290 6,776 236 


Mr. B. said the act of 1828 had its faults; but 
not that of producing the surplus, which took place 
after the compromise of 1833, and resulted from 
the lands, as the table showed. He said, also, 
there was an excuse for it with those who were de- 
termined upon the payment of the public debt, 
then amounting to 70 millions, and was paid off in 
1835. Mr. B. said that payment of the debt was 
a great object with many of those who voted for 
the act of 1828—not for the mere name of it, but 
for the substantial advantage of reducing duties 
when it was paid. This reduction General Jack- 
son proposed to make, and to make it upon the 
principle of discriminating between luxuries and 
necessaries, and giving incidental protection to 
home industry. He was for incidental protection, 
resulting from a fair revenue duty; and read an 
extract from the address of the Republican conven- 
tion in Virginia, in March, 1839, as containing 
what he believed to be the old principles of the 
Democratic party, found in the act of 1789, and in 
subsequent revenue acts: 


“Nor is the tariff question finally adjusted; for it must be rec- 
oliected that the compromise act expires in 1842; and before that 
period arrives, its provisions must be revised and resettled. It 
may happen, if a wise policy prevails, that our manufacturing 
brethren of the North and West will be content with such tnez- 
dental protection as will be afforded by duties laid to supply 
the constitutional wants of ihe Government. But it is impossible 
to furesee what direction may be given to that subject by wily 
politicians, and the importunate demands of interested petition: 
ers.” 


Mr. B. took up the coneluding words of this 
extract, and said, what the able men who signed it 
could not foresee, was now revealed tous. The 
wily politicians and the interested petitioners had 
produced the monstrous bill before them, and the 
monstrous manner in which it was passed. This 
called from Mr. B. asevere examination of the 
bill, with a contrast between the promises and 
performances of the gentlemen who had got pos- 
session of the Government. He displayed the 
character of the bill, being for protection direct, 
and not for revenue; and also for being political, in 
producing a certain effect upon the President. He 
classed its series under three heads—intrinsic 
iniquities—conjunction with the lands—and the 
mode of its passage. He explored each of these 
heads, and on the latter was vehement and emphatic 
in denouncing it as passed out of doors, and no 
amendment allowed in the Senate, or chanee given 
for it to get back to the House, that they mizht 
correct what they found to be wrong. He treated 
it as a violation of the Constitution to pass laws ia 
this way—out of doors; and declared that he and 
his friends had never controlled any one’s vote in 
caucus. He said they met in caucus; but it was 
to decide upon the conduct of business, and not to 
govern any Senator’s vote. He said ten States on 
this floor had been deprived of their legislative 
authority in making this tax bill of 54 pages; and 
that, by a vote out of doors—the vote which de- 
cided that no amendment should be made to the 
bill, and even that the eighteen amendments pro- 
posed by the Committee on Finance should be 
rejected by the votes of the committee themselves! 

Mr. B. said that the design in preventing amend- 
ments must be for one of two purposes: either to 
send the bill to the President as it was, to produce 
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some political etfect from his ation upon it; or to 
prevent the House of Representatives from retouch- 
ing or amending their own work. In either event, 
he :reated the conduct of the majority as factious 
and unconstitutional. But ve have not space nor 
time for forther nouce of his speech in this running 
report He concluded by saying that, after this 
bill was passed, (if it did pass,) the United States 
would sit for the piciure of taxation, which had 
been drawn in the Edinburgh Review some years 
ago. Mr. 8B. read the extract, as follows; stating 
ihat we bad one thing to add, which was not found 
in ine English piciture—and that was saJjt. Salt 
was tree in England! it was heavily and unequally 
taxed here. In ali the rest, the pictures were pretty 
much alike. He showed an English paper contain- 
iag “ie Robert Peei’s late tariff, and said that our 
bili was longer than his, and had a drag nef section 
xi ine end of it, to catch all that was forgotten, and 
por 20 per cent. upon it. The following was the 
extract: 








“Taxes upon every article which enters into the mouth, or 
covers the back, cr is placed under the foot. "axes uponevery 
thi ¢ which it is pleasant to see, hear, feel, sme:l, or taste. ‘Paxes 
upon warmth, light, and locomotion, Taxes on every thing 
on earth, and the waters under the earth: on every thing that 
comes from abroad, or is grown athome. Taxes on the raw 
material: taxeson every fresh value that is added to it by the 
industry of man. Taxes on the sauce which pampers a man’s 
appe ite, and the drug that restores him to health: on the ermine 
which decorates the judge, and the rope which hangs the 


crininal: onthe brass nails of the coffin, and the ribands of 


the bride. Atbed or board, /evant or couchant, we must pay. 
The school-boy whips his taxed top: the beardless youth 
manages his taxed horse, with a taxed bridle, on a taxed road. 
The dying Englishman pours his medicine, which has paid 7 
ver centum, into a spoon that has paid 15 per centum; flings 
cthieer back upon his chintz bed which has paid 22 per cen- 
tum; makes his will onan £8 stamp, and expires in the arms 
of an apothecary who has paid a license of £100 for the privi- 
lege of putting him todeath. His whole property is then imme- 
diately taxed from 2 to 10 per centum. Besides the probate, 
large fees are demanded for burying him in the chancel; his 
Virtues are handed down to posterity on taxed marble; and he 
is then gathered to his fathers, to be taxed no more.”’ 


Mr. WALKER moved a resolution, to the effect 
that the bill be recommitted to the Comunit'ee 
on Finance, with instructions to strike out the 
clause imposing a duty on tea and coffee, and to in- 
sert a claus: imposing a tax for revenue xpon all 
gold and Silver ware exceeding in value $100; pro- 
vided the amount received from such tax do not 
exceed the amount which it is estimated would be 
collected from the duty on tea and coffee. 


Mr. Wa txerr would say but a single word upon 
the subject. The objection made to the bill by its 
opponents, and even by some of its friends, was— 
that the amount proposed to be raised by it was too 
large. The object which his amendment had in 
view was not to increase the amount of taxes to be 
levied, but merely to substitate one description of 
tax for another, with a view to revenue, and not to 
prohibition. It was estimated that the tax on tea 
and coffee would produce a revenue of about two 
millions and a quarter of dollars. Now, it would 
require a very light revenue tax indeed upon cer- 
tain articles of Juxury, to make up this amount. 
His motien was intended to substitute a tax upon 
luxury, in place of a tax upon industry—to com- 
pel the wealthy and the osientatious to pay a tax 
upon their gold and silver ware, in place of ma- 
king the laborer pay a tax upon the tea and coffee 
that he drinks, and which is a part of his ordinary 
sustenance. 

Gentlemen must choose between the two, as it 
was imperative upon them to provide the means of 
raising this amount of revenue. By bis proposition, 
the ladies would still have their silver table and tea 
spoons exempt from taxes, as it was intended to ap- 
ply only to those who used upwards of $100 worth 
of silver ware; but it would not exempt the gold. 
And he hoped that those gentlemen on the other 
side—some of whom, or of whose party, at least, 
had so violently denounced a former Chief Magis- 
trate of this Uaion for the ure of gold spoons, 
(though, in reality, the spoons he used were only 
gilt,)—would not now object to a tax being put upon 
goid ware. When the question was between tax- 
ing such laxuries, (for the use of such expensive 
articlescould be considered nothing else,) and taxing 
the sweat of the poor man's brow, he hoped there 
would be no besitation. He had examined various 
tables and statistics upon the subject of the precious 
metals, and he found that the whole amount ex- 
fant in the world was, as nearly as could be as- 
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certained, $6,200,000 000; ard that, of thatamount, 
about two-thirds (or $4,620,000,000) were circula- 
ted in the shape of coin; the remaining $1,580,- 
000,000 being manufactured into various articles 
of wility and of ornament. Taking the same ra- 
tio, then, to exist in the United States, for the 
$80,000,000 cf gold and silver coin, there would be 
upwards of $23,000,000 of gold and silver ware, 
though he was inclined to believe the amount of the 
Jatter would be considerably less in this country; 
because the habi's of the American peop'e were not 
so luxurious as those of the nations of Europe, 
whose subjects were starving for bread—where, at 
an entertainment given by a single potentate, the 
gold and silver plate employed was stated to have 
been worth a million anda half of dollars. He had 
understood, however, that the value of the precious 
metals used in this way, by one of the dignitaries 
of the monster Bank, was egual to $30,000. Ad- 
mitting, then, the proportion was, in this country, 
about one-sixth of the amount of the coin; and the 
tax {rom this source alone would produce a rev- 
enue equal to that derivable from the duty on tea 
and coffee. He intended that the tables and statis- 
tics he had adverted to should reach every man in 
the country. And he intended to pursue the sub- 
ject here, and ascertain whether gentlemen were in 
favor of taxing the necessaries of life, in prefer- 
ence to substituting for them a tax upon these arti- 
cles of mere Inxury. There were various mcdes 
of reducing the quantity of coin in circulation, 
and, as a necessary consequence, reducing the 
price of Jabor in any country. One was, by sub- 
stituting depreciated and depreciating bank paper; 
and another, by melting it up and converting it 
into articles of household use. He would detain 
the Senate no longer on the subject; tke details he 
had left entirely to the committee. 


He demanded the yeas and nays cn the motion, 
which were ordered; and the question being put, 
it was decided in the negative—yeas 13, nays 26, 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cuthbert, Ful- 
ton, King, Linn, McRoberts, Sturgeon, Walker, Williams, 
Woodbury, and Young—13. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Choate, Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, 
Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Phelps, Preston, 
Rives, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Tallmadge, White , 
and Woodbridge—26. 

The question recurring on the passage of the bill, 
Mr. BUCHANAN demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 


Mr. EVANS then rose and addressed the Senate. 
He had hoped that this bill would have been suf- 
fered to preceed, without adverting to the past con- 
troversies of parties. He, himself, had abstained 
from such allusions, and would continue te do so. 
He should not have risen now, had it not been ne- 
cessary for him, in the briefest possible manner, to 
answer a few remarks made by the Senators from 
South Carolina [Mr. CatHoun] and Missouri [Mr. 
Benton.] They had asked where were those re- 
trenchments and reductions which had been prom- 
ised by the party now in power, when it was in the 
pursuitof power? He(Mr. E.) would have expected 
that they would at least wait till the books for one 
year had been mede up. Whea the books shall 
have becn made up, he would assure the gentlemen 
that they would find that considerable retrench- 
ments had been made—considerable reductions in 
every department of the Government. The party 
in power had had to pay off arrearages left by 
their predecessors, and to provide for their debis. 
The charges made against the par'y now in power 
had been repeatedly refuted. But, as one of the 
most popular writers of the present day had said, 
there is nothing so tenacious of life as popular 
errors. Kill them here to-day, and you meet them 
to-morrow, a hundred miles off, as full of life and 
vigor as if they never had been killed. 


Mr. E entered into details of the appropriations 
of ithe Jlate Administration to be met by this Ad- 
ministration, and also details of the revenue le/t to 
meet their appropriations. 

Five millions of treasury notes, and 13 or 14 
millions of revenue, were all that the late Admin- 
istration left to meet their 20 millions of appropria- 
tions and outstanding debt and arrearages; and be- 
cause the party now io power bave had to raise 
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means to meet these demands on the treasury, they 
are denounced as promoting extravagance, to raise 
tariff for protection, 

The Senator from Missouri talked of this new 
imposition of twenty-seven millions of dollars. It 
is but a revision of the tariff, adding not rcore than 
seven millions’ of dellars to the taxation derived 
from duties on imports. Much is gained by the 
correction of frauds, which the Senator from New 
Hampshire, while Secretary of the Treasury, could 
not induce his Congress to correct. 

All he (Mr. E.) asked, was revenue enough to 
pay the debis left by the late Administration, and 
pay all expenditures for the ordinary purposes of 
the Government. Give him the same revenue, and 
the same capital to expend, which that Adminis- 
tration had had, and he would engage to have sur- 
plus enough to distribute the proceeds of the lands 
for the benefit of the States, without feeling any 
inconvenience. 

He wou!d not ener into crimination or recrimi- 
nation; for he considered such a course out of place 
on an occasion ike this. 

When the gentlemen opposite were asked what 
they wou!d propose for the support «f the Gevern- 
ment, and relief of the treasury from its present 
embarrassments, the Senator from South Carolina 
replied that, when expenditures were brovght down 
to the minimum, and the land fund was restored 
to the treasury, he would tell what he would do. 
The Senator from New Hampshire came more to 
the point, and said he would not go higher than 20 
per cent. in duties for reverue; and, if more was 
needed, he would go for direct taxes. That Sena- 
tor thought there was a natural standard of reve- 
nue—part from imports and part from dircei taxes 
—something like a proportion of two-thirds of one, 
and one-third of the other. 

The direct taxes of the States are already thirty- 
two millions for State purposes. If one-third of 
the requisite revenue for the General Government 
be added, it will bring the amount up to something 
like forty millions—leaving but seventeen millions 
to be collected by duties on imports. Here would 
be a system of direct taxation most Oppressive in 
its charaeter, and it ought to go to the people to 
show by whom it is proposed. 

Mr. E. adverted, somewhat in detail, to the ar- 
guments of the Senator from South Carolina, and 
to those of the Senator from Missouri, denying 
that grealer prosperity existed now, than did pre- 
vious to the passage of the compromise act. 

He stated that the duties were now lower than 
they ever had been; yet no increase of importations 
hai taken place. Instead of increased prosperity, 
everything was going down. There is no bank 
now; no high taxes; plenty of money was to be had 
in the large cities, if there wasany business to call 
for it; but it was lying idle. What evidence was 
all this of the blessing of Jow taxes?’ During 1833, 
34, 935, °36, *37 the prices were high, and the 
country was prosperous; but these were not times 
of low duties. The average of duties was higher 
during these years, than that of the present tariff 
bil; tor the reduction under the compromise act 
was very inconsiderable until the last two years. 

He did not see how a nation could be injured by 
having a balance in its favor between its exports 
and its impor's, to be paid in gold and silver. It 
Was just as it is between two laborers: when the labor 
of one is counted against the labor of the other, if 
a balance is due to one, it is fair it should be paid 
in specie, that he may have it to meet his debts 
and his taxes. When a balance is received by a 
nation in gold and silver, if it occurs according to 
the natural operations of trade, it must be an ad- 
vantage—or he should read his books of political 
economy again. 

Such tables as had been quoted showed nothing 
definitely. They only showed the quantity of 
busiress done, but did not show whether that busi- 
ness was done al 4 loss or gain. 

The Senator from South Carolina had said that 
the amount of the annual exports of the country 
was one hundred millions. But the productions of 
the country were two thousand millions; and out 
of this two thousand millions, one hundred mil- 
lions only are exported; leaving nineteen hundred 
millions to be consumed at home. Yet the whole 
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prosperity of the couatry is said to be dependent on 
this one hundred millions of exports. The Senator 
imagines that the interesis involved inthuse one bun- 
dred millions are ten to One, compared with the 
manufactures. If the Senator calculates all the 
artisans, artists, merchants, farmers, laborers, and 
consumers dependent on the manufaciurers, he will 
find his estimate of ten to one ought to be re- 
versed. 

The Senator thinks prices may be very low, and 
wages very high. Such a thing may be within the 
limits of possibility, but not of probability. He, 
on the contrary, thought if there was a reduction 
of prices, the very first thing to feel the reduction 
was wages. [He adverted to the disiress prevailing 
in England, in proof of this. 

The great test of the prosperity of a country 
was, in his mind, the high price of wages. What 
is to keep up the price of wages but high prices? 
Bat now a new doctrine is broached—that low 
prices and low wagesare blessings. It is necessa- 
ry to have these blessings, that our products may 
be exported. What was the use of sending our 
products abroad at low prices? Why send any- 
thing abroad that can be consemed at home on 
more remunerating terms? Why should we sup- 
pose that, while we consume nineteen hundred 
millions of our products at home, we are to go to 
destruction because our exports of one hundred 
millions are not kept up? 

If he read the signs of the times aright, he came 
toa different conclusion from that at which the 
Senator has arrived, when he asserts that nations 
are throwing off their trammels on trade. He 
(Mr. E.) believed the reverse; he believed that the 
majority of nations were adopting the proteciive 
sysiem, and becoming their own manufacturers. 

He read a table of the consumption, per head, 
of British manufactures, by other nations. While 
other nations, in this consumption, range from 
seven to ten cents per head, the United States con- 
sumes, per head, of British manufactures, $4 02. 

The doctrine now is, let England supply herself 
and supply us; and all we are to ask her to take 
is 100 millions of our products, leaving us to con- 
sume 1,90) millions ourselves. 

Gentiemea talk of protection. Who are the pro- 
tectors? Who but the manufacturers? ‘hey have 
protected the country against high prices and flue- 
tuations, and against that inflax of foreign fabrics, 
which drained away our gold and siiver. He did 
not say ail this in support of tiie present bill; for 
he had not introduced !: as a protective bill, bu: as 
a revenue bill. 

The Senator says “truth is mighty, and will pre- 
vail.” He (Mr. FE.) thought so too. He could see’ 
in the growing convictions of the whole people, 
that protection would, before }ong, prevail—not to 
the injery of the Senator’s cotton interests, but 
for their advantage, as weil as for thal of the whole 
community. 

Mr. WOODBURY said that the Senator from 
Maine had been pleased to notice him by some 
personal allusions, which cemanded a brief reply. 

But, in the course of that Senators long address, 
Mr. W. would cheerfully conced: that he had 
made one very jit remark, in saying that some 
things were not suitable to this oecasion. 

Mr. W. respectfully suggested that, among 
such things, mght be considered the voting here 
against numerous amendments to this bill by any 
person who had voied elsewhere for them. 

He would further take the liberty to express an 
opinion that it was not altogether suitable to this 
occasion, when twenty-seven millions of taxes were 
imposed on an embarrassed people, to insist on 
accompanying them with one provision about the 
land—to give away, rather than collect revenue; 
and thus, without necessity, incresse the public 
burdens by the General Government near three 
millions of dollars, as well a> endanger the final 
passage of the ubole bill, and the reseve of our 
national credit from its present shametul disgrace. 

He felt forced, also, to add, so far as regarded the 
personal reflections on him, thatit did not seem suif- 
able to the cccasion, or the piace, to resurt to perver- 
sion or ridicule of arguments, which no power had 
been shown to refute. And whena gentleman 
talked of the natural course of things, or the natural 
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order of things, as having been urged by others in 
favor 01 a porition, it might be useful to remember 
that it was often sailto be the natural course of 
things among a certain grade ia the profession at 
the bai, lo resort to misconception and ridicule 
only when other means failed. 


Ty 


vir. W. had said nothing whatever, as had been 
represented, of any natural rate of duty. But what 
he, in fact, did say, was, that the rate of 20 per 
cent. had been expressly agreed on in the com- 
promise actasa jyst and sufficiently high rate on 
imports; that the opinions of such distinguished 
Statesmen as were engaged in that compromise, 
and had then, as well as since, approved it, (and 
for whose conduct there had recently been claimed 
great glory,) were entitled to much respec:; that 
several nations abroad had fixed on a rate below, 
orno higher than 20 per cent.; and that this was 
quite a high proportion of taxation on that kind of 
property, compared with what was usually imposed 
in this country on other property. 

Was noi this fair reasoning? And had the force 
of it been met by a single argument? 

W hy, sir, one fact is demonstrative of its correct- 
ness. Computing, as many have, the whole prop- 
erty in the Union at four thousand millions ef dol- 


lars.—a tax of 20 per cent. on all that, would yield” 


eight hundred mulions; whereas rot over seventy 
or eighty millions of taxes, of all kinds, will be 
collecied yearly in the United States, even if this 
bill passes. That is not one-tenth so much as you 
would impose on impoits by a rate of only 20 per 
cen. 

Is that not irrefutable evidence that 20 per cent. 
is quite high enough, and even too high, for a fair 
proportien of taxation on imporis alone? 

But the Senator remarked, that my argument 
appeared to be in favor of some extent of direct 
taxation at this time. Now, sir, so far from that, I 
stated in my first specch, and repeated, in reply to 
another Senaior, (Mr. Simmons,] that my opinions 
were, that no direct taxes were, at ihis time, either 
proper or necessary. They were not so, because 
the proceeds of the lands, anda duty of 20 per 
cent., would probably yield enough to meet all the 
expenses of the Government, if administered eco- 
nemically. 

Thus, take back the lands, and properly adver- 
tise new tracts for sale, and you obtain at least, 


yearly, - - - - $3,000,000 
Impose only 20 per cent. on ail im- 
poris, except bullion and a few 


other free articles,and you will col- 
lect from that source at least - 


18,500 000 





21,500 000 


These together make ” - 








It will be so large a net revenue as tie above, 
if the imports not free and consumed in the 
country are a hundred millions, as they doubt- 
less will be if the duty remains so low. That 
aggregate of twenty-one millions and a half will 
pay eigh'een to nineteen miliions of ordinary ex- 
penst That is expense enough: and more than 
afi ample balance to discharge all the interest on 
the public debt will then be left. 

Tie Senator asked me, on a former occasion, 
how the present debt would be met? 

I would meet its interest in this way, and, be- 
sides, part of the piincipal. As the expenses are 
more reduced, or the sales of lands higher in sub- 
sequen! years, | would discharge all the principal 
belore it falls due. 

It is only by giving away the lands, and incur- 
ring wasteful expenses, that any necessity whatever 
will arise to resortto direct taxes for the balance 
beyond what the imports will thus yield. 

Again: the Senator says that we commend the 
prosperous influences of low duties on agricul ure 
and commerce, when we have had no experience 
of low duties tul within the last one or two years. 
What, sir! Was not the daty on tea, coffee, &c., 
mich lowered after 1828—even as long ago as 1830? 
Was there not another large reduction on many 
other aricles in 1832? and a still larger in 1832? 

In the last year, also, near half of our whole im- 
poits became entirely free. Was not this a state 
of comparatively low duties, when fifty to seventy 





i millions paid nothing at all, and the rest was 


a 


———— 


pat in a progress of biennial reduction? Lei jr 
be remembered, then, as a consequence in part 
from this, that no nation in the tide of time has 
ever witnessed a greater impulse to agriculture— 
to exports and imports—to com:werce and nav- 
l-ation of ail kinds, than followed this. 

But the gentleman dwells on the nature of error; 
that, after once killed, it revives elsewhere in tresh 
life. Indeed, sir, its ghost bas reappeared new, on 
the other side. We have had a striking iliustra 
tion of this, in the gentleman’s own course, in re- 
Suscitating again (for the tenth time, I believe) the 
exploded and refuted arguments in favor of the 
necessity for an extra session, to make the expendi- 
tures and means of the year 1841 meet. But the 
whole truth of the case is this: The year 1841] be- 
gan with a balance of money on hand—something 
more than one million; and on the 4th of March, 
nearly as much remained. Beside that, a power 
to issue treasury notes equal to five millions, re- 
mained on the 4th of March. 

Now, sit, here are six millions of means at that 
date: 

Means on 4th March, 1841 - - $6,000,000 
Customs yielded the whole year - 14,800,000 
Lands, if advertised, would have yield- 





ed atleast - - - - 3,000,000 
Miscellaneous and bank debts, if col- 

lecied - - - 200,000 

Making an aggregate of - 24,000,000 








The customs are actual receipts,Jjand were very 
litile increased by the new tariff in September; as 
all the duties assessed under that, except very 
trifling sums, were put on a credit of three and six 
months, and not collected till 1842. 


The lands, if duly advertised, as in 1840 and 
previous years, to the extent of eight or ten millions 
of acres yearly, would probably have furnished 
more then three millions, as they did in each of 
the embarrassed years after 1836. But, instead of 
doing thisin 1841, scarce one new advertisement was 
issued after March, and some old ones were re- 
called. Now, would not these twenty-four millions 
have discharged all proper expenses, had there 
been no steps taken to increase them, and no extra 
session? Easily, sir. For the ordinary expenses 
were estimated as not likely to exceed nineteen mil- 
lions and one-fourth. Ou the reduced new ap- 
propriations made, of less than eigkteen millions, 
they need not have exceeded the estimate much, if 
any. In that event, four millions and a fourth 
would have remained as a balance to redeem not 
much over three to four millions of treasury notes 
which might fall dwe in 841, and be presented, 
and no power remain to issue others in their stead. 
A million siill might be left to cover contingen- 
cies, or as a balance on hand, 

A word as to the expenses of the previous four 
years, compared with their receipts, and 1 have 
done. 

The gentleman contends that the former far ex- 
ceeded the latter, from .ands and customs. Grant- 
ed. But they did not exceed those and our other 
means on hand united. On the contrary, we de- 
posited with the States over twenty-eight millions of 
public money which we had in possession, and 
still incurred a debt of only four or five millions. 
That deposite was one root of all the present evils. 
That money should never have been divided areong 
the States. It was a Pandora’s box. It was a great 
cause of the suspension of specie payments, by 
means of the immense sums obliged so soon to 
be collected and paid over, and placed in new po- 
sitions, new hands,and new channels. It embar- 
rassed everybody, and relieved nobody. Had it 
remained, and been gradually applied to proper 
pubtic works, not only the wreck cf the barks in 
1837 might have been averted, but any necessi- 
ty for treasury notes since, and for the present ac- 
cumulating debt of the General Government, and 
for much of the prodigal waste and bankruptey 
into which some of the States were tempted by that 
unfortunate distribution. 

Mr. EVANS was sorry to have disturbed the 
equanimity of the honorable Senator; be had 
had no idea of doing so, nor wes it his pur- 
pose to ridicule the arguments cf the Senator, 
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He {wir Weopsoay] had said that, among un- || United States, in the year 1824, (to Captain Francis An actin favor of Mary Snow: laid aside to be 
suiiabie things, it was not suitable to this oe- Allyn:) objected to, and laid aside. reported. 


casion (0 vote against the amendments in this 
tv dy which were voted for in committee. He 
wou'd not dwell upon the breach of order inad- 
verting (0 what had occarred in committee. Of 
ibis he did vot complain. He was against any 
sm-rdments in the commiitce; but when the ma- 
jority of the commitiee crcided on certain amend- 
men, he supported them. The majority of 
the committee had voted in this body for these 
amendments. But he had not deemed any 
of them sufliciently important to celay the 
bill at this late hour ef the session. The Senator 
fm Missouri had complained of ten States 
being obliterated—annihilated. He (Mr. E.) did 
no! find their twenty Senators obliterated—they had 
been uncommonly vigorous for the last two or 
three days, and had given the supporters of the 
bill a great deal of trouble. If it was right for the 
minority to carry a bill, he wished the Senator 
had thought of that some few years ago, when he 
(Mr. E.) and his friends were in the minority. 


Mr. SIMMONS and Mr. WRIGHT made a 
few remarks—the latter stating his anxiety to see 
the vole taken, as some excuse for postponing to 
another occasion a few inquiries he had to make 
of the chairman of the Finance Committee. 

The question was then taken on the passage of 
the bill; and it was passed—yeas 25, nays 23, as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Choate, 
Clayton, Conrad, Crafis, Criuenden, Dayton, Evans, Hunting- 
ton, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Por- 
ter, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Tallmadge, 
White, and Woodbridge—25. ; 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Cuthbert, Fulton, Gralam, King, Lino, McRoberts, Preston, 
Rives, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, 
Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, and Young—23. 


The Senate then adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, August 5, 1842. 


Mr. ATHERTON submitted a resolution, in- 
structing the Committee on the Post Ofhce and Post 
Roads to inquire into the expediency of making 
the road from Manchester, by Westchester and 
Candia, to South Deerfield, in the State of New 
Hampshire, a post-route. The resolution was 
agreed to. 

Mr. MILTON BROWN, from the Committee 
on the Judiciary, reported, with amendments, the 
bill to divide the State of Kentucky into two judi- 
cial districts. The bill was committed to the 
Committee of the Whole House on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON, from the Commit- 
tee on the Public Lands, reporied, without amend- 
ment, the Senate bill for the relief of Richard Hig- 
gins; which was committed to the Committee of 
the Whole House. 

The regular business of the morning hour was 
the debate on the report of the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, in relation to the letter of the Secre- 
‘ary of War declining to transmit to the House 
certain papers on the subject of frauds in the In- 
dian country. 

Mr. J. COOPER resumed his speech, which was 
unfinished at the expiration of the morning hour 
yesterday. 

Mr. EVERETT submitted an amendment, to 
the effect that the reasons assigned by the Secreta- 
ry of War are not satisfactory to this House. 

Mr. ADAMS spoke until the expiration of the 
morning hour. 

The morning hour having expired, 

Mr. COWEN observed, that this being the day 
when private bills could not be debated, he moved 
that the House resolve itself into’ Committee of 
the Whole, for the purpose of taking up the pri- 
vate calendar. 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia called for tellers on 
the question; which being ordered, the vote was 
taken, and resulted in ayes 96, noes not counted. 

So the House resolved itself into Committee oj 
the Whole, (Mr. BoanpMan of Connecticut in the 
chair, ) and acted upon the following bills: 

The bill to provide for the payment of the 
passage of General Lafayette from France to the 


The bill for the relief of the children of Apelles 
Cooper, decease: objected to, and laid aside. 

The bill for the relief of the owners, master, and 
crew of the schooner Martha of Eastport, Maine: 
objected to, and Jaid aside. ’ 

The bill for the relief of the owners, master, and 
crew of the schooner Cod Hook ot Blue Hill, 
Maine. 


The bill to refund :o Charles A. Holta fine im- 
posed on him under the sedition’ Jaw: laid aside to 
be reported, 

The bill for the relief of the legal represent. 
atives of Captain David Noble, deceased: objected 
to, aud laid aside. 

The bill from the Senate for the relief of Caro- 
line E. Clitheroe, widow of Dr. George Clitheroe, 
late a surgeon in the army of the United States: 
laid aside to be reported. 

The bill for the relief of George Hommell: laid 
aside to be reported. 

The bill for the relief of Aquilla Goodwin: ob- 
jected to, and laid aside. 

The bill for the relief of Isaac Plummer: laid 
aside to be reported. 

The bill for the relief of Major Thomas Har- 
rison: laid aside to be reported. 

The bill for the relief of John Jarvis: laid aside 
to be reported. 

The bill for the relief of John Fairham: laid aside 
to be reported. 


The bill for the benefit of the devisees of James 
Rumsey, deceased, or their heirs: laid aside to be re- 
ported. 

The bill for the relisf of John McColgan: ob- 
jected to, and laid aside. 

The bill fer the settiement of the claim of the 
lega! represeniatives of Richard W. Meade: cb- 
jected to, and laid aside. 

The bill for the relief of the president and 
managers of the Norristown and Valley Railroad 
Company: laid aside to be reported. 

The bill for the relief of Samuel Hambleton: ob- 
jected to, and laid aside. 

A bill for the relief of John H. McIntosh: laid 
aside to be reported. 

A bill for the relief of the beirs and legal repre- 
sentatives of Antonio Pachecc: objected to, and 
laid aside. 


A bill for the relief of the vestry and church- 
wardens of the Protestant Episcopal church of the 
parish of St. Pailip, in Charleston, South Carolina: 
laid aside to be reported. 


A bill for the relief of Levi Eldridge and 
others: laid aside to be reported. 

A bill for the relief of the children of Sergeant 
Major John;Champe: laid aside to be reported. 

A bill fer the relief of the owners, master, and 
crew of the schooner Joanna, of Ellsworth, Maine: 
objected to, 

An act for the relief of Benjamin Murphy: ob- 
jected to. 

A bill for the benefit of James C. Watson, of 
Georgia: objected to, and Jaid aside. 

An act for the relief of certain companies of 
Missouri volunteers, commanded by Captains Ste- 
venscn, Pollard, Sconce, Atchison, and Crawford: 
laid aside to be reported in an amended form. 

A bill for the relief of William Allen: laid aside, 
to be reported. 

A bill for the relief of Lloyd J. Bryan: laid 
aside to be reported. 

A bill for the relief of Nancy Tompkins: laid 
aside to be reported. 

A bill for the relief of Benjamin J. Totten: laid 
aside to be reported. 

A bill for the relief of Mary Crawford: laid 
aside to be reported. 

A bill granting to Captain James Lowe $1,000 
and a section of land: Jaid aside to be reported. 


An act to authoriz* the payment of equitable 
commissions to the agents or attorneys of persons 
in whose favor awards have been made under three 
several treaties between the United States and cer- 
tain foreign powers, which awards have been re- 
tained in the treasury in payment of debts due to 
ithe United States: objected to, and laid aside. 


An act for the relief of Thankfal Reynolds: laid 
aside to be reported. 

A bill for the relief of Leah Tenure, widow of 
Michael Tenure: laid aside to be reporied. 

A bill for the relief of Ruth Mathiot: laid aside 
to be reported. 

A bill for the relief of Joseph Parker: laid aside 
to be reported. 

A bill for the relief of Carter B. Chandler: laid 
aside to be reported. 

A bill to provide for the payment of the passage 
of General Lafayette from France to the United 
States, in the year 1824, (Captain Francis Allyn,) 
was amended, and laid aside to be reported. 

A bill for the relief of Henry Freeman: laid 
aside to be rerorted. 

A bill for the relief of Sarah White: laid aside. 

A bill for the relief of Nancy Byrd: laid aside 
to be reported. 

A bill for the relief of Alice Usher: laid aside to 
be reported. 

A bill for the relief of Eve Vandenburgh: laid 
aside to be reported. 

A bill for the relief of Martha Dameron, widow 
of Christopher Tompkins. laid aside to be re- 
ported. 

A bill for the relief of Elizabeth Dawkins: laid 
aside to he reported. 

A bill for the relief of Richard Marsh: laid aside 
to be reported. 

A bill for the relief of Joseph Bonnell: laid aside 
to be reported: 

A bill for the relief of Nancy Hambright: laid 
aside to be reported. 

A bill for the relief of Tirzah Hunt: laid aside 
to be reported. 

A bill granting a pension to Joseph Watson: laid 
aside to be reported. 

A bill for the relief of Samuel Hogg: objected 
to, and laid aside. 

A bill for the payment of seven companies of Geor- 
gia militia, for services rendered in the years 1840 
and 1841: laid aside to be reported. 

A bill for the relief of David W. Haley: laid 
aside to be reporied. 

An act for the relief of Ephraim Sprague: laid 
aside to be reported. 

An act authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury 
to audit and settie the account between the United 
States and David Gelston, formerly collector of the 
port of New York: laid aside to be reported. 

An act for the relief of George W. Paschal: 
laid aside to be reported. 

An act for the relief of Hezekiah C. Thistle: laid 
aside to be reported. 

An act for the relief of Captain J. Tkrockmorton: 
to be reported, with the recommendation of the 
committee that it be rejected. 

A bill for the relief o! the heirs of Robert Fulton: 
Jaid aside to be reported. 

A bill for the relief of Allen Rogers: laid aside 
10 be reported. 

The bill for the relief of William G. Sanders: 
laid aside to be reported. 


The bill for the relief of the owners of the 
schooner Martha: laid aside to be reported. 

The bill for the relief of the owners of the 
schooner Three Brothers: laid aside to be reported. 

The bill for the relief of Thomas M. Isett: laid 
aside to be reported. 

The Lil to provide, in certain cases, for the sale 
of the real estate of infants within the District of 
Columbia: Jaid aside to be reported. 

The bill for the relief of Gorham A. Worth, 
one of the sureties of Samuel Edwards, deceased: 
laid aside to be reported. 

Tne bill for the relief of the inbabitants of West 
Fiorida: objected to, and laid aside. 

The bill for the relief of Hazard Knowles: ob- 
jected to, and laid aside. 

The bill for the relief of Wm. Gale: laid aside 
to be reported. 

The bill for the relief of Robert T. Norris. 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of the Rev. Richard T. Banks of Arkansas: laid 
aside lo be reported. 

The bill for the relief of Teakle Savage, admin- 
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isrator of Bolitha Law:: laid aside to be re- 
orted. 

The bill to authorize Chapman Levy to purchase. 
as a pre-empior, a certain quarter seciion of jand, 
now occupied by him, at the minimum price: la'd 
aside to be reported. 

fhe biil providing for the payment of the Geor- 
gia militia claims: objected to, and laid aside. 

The bill for the relief of Charles Gordon, of 
Belfast, owner of the schooner Two Sons, and the 
legal yepresentatives of the crew of said vessel: 
laid aside to be reported. 

The bill to settle the titles to certain tracts of 
land in the State of Arkansas: laid aside to be re- 
ported. 

The bili for the relief of Orin Prentiss, of Sio- 
nington, Connecticut, owner of the schooner Lily, 
aud the crew of said vessel: laid aside to be re- 

orted. 

The bill for the relief of Isaac Champlin and 
others, owners of the schooner Buffalo: laid aside 
to be reported. 

The bill for the relief of Joseph Hoimes and 
others, owner and legai representatives of the crew 
of the schooner Industry: laid aside to be report- 
ed. 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Daniel Brent, deceased, late consul of the Uni- 
ted States at Paris: objected to, and laid aside. 

The bill for the relief of John A. Smith: laid 
aside to be reported. 


The bili for the relief of Edwin Bartlett, late 
consul of the United States at Lima, in Peru: laid 
aside to be reported. 


The bill for the benefit of the Howard Institu- 
tion of the city of Washington: objected to, and 
laid aside. 

The bill for the relief of John Jones: rejected. 

The bill for the relief of Moses M. Strong: re- 
jected, 

The bill for the relief of the administrators of 
John Jackson : laid aside to be reported. 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Robert T. Spence: laid aside to be reported. 

The bill for the relief of Peter Leonberger: laid 
aside to be reported. 

The bill for the relief cf John R. Delany: laid 
aside to be reported. 

The bill for the relief «f Hezekiah Cunningham: 
laid aside to be reporied. ‘ 

The bill for the relief of Thomas Haskins and 
Ralph Haskins: laid aside to be reported. 

The bill for the relief of Joon C. Reynolds, late 
disbursing agent of the Indian Department: laid 
aside to be reported 

The bill for the relief of Jubal B. Hancock: laid 
aside to be reporied. 

The bill for the relief of Joseph W. Newcomb: 
laid aside to be reporied. 

The bill for the relief of Valerian Allen: laid 
aside to be reported. 

The bill for the relief of Sylvia Underwood, 
mother of Lieutenant Underwood, deceased: laid 
aside to be rep-ried. 

The bill for the relief of James Mount: laid aside 
to be reported. 

The bill for the relief of Susan Broom: laid aside 
to be reported. 


The bill for the relief of Reynell Coates and 
Walter R. Johnson: amended, and laid aside to be 
reported. 

The bill for the relief of Elizabeth Harris: laid 
aside to be reported. 

The bill for the relief of Robert Layton’s chil- 
dren: laid aside to be reported. 

The bill for the relief of Mary Elder: laid aside 
to be reported. 

The bill for the relief of the widow of Captain 
William Royall, deceased, (Mrs. Ann:) laid aside 
to be reported. 

The bill for the relief of Prudence Couch: laid 
aside to be reported. 

The bill for the relief of Anna Jones: la‘! aside 
to be reported. 

The bill for the relief of Marion M. Brooks: laid 
aside to be reported. 

The bill for the relief of Asa Davis: laid aside to 
be reported. 


| The bill for the relief of David Atkinson: laid 
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aside to be reported. 

‘The biil for the relief of Samuei Neely: laid aside 
to be reported. 

The bili for the relief of James Sweetman: laid 
aside to be reported. 

The bill for the relief of Solomon Emerson: 
laid aside to be reported. 

The bili for the relief of Lyman N. Cook : laid 
aside to be reported. 

The bill for the relief of Gideon A. Perry: ob- 
jected to, and laid aside. 

The bil! for the relief of John F. Wiley: amend- 
ed, and laid aside to be reported. 

The bill for the relief of John Hicks: laid aside 
to be reported. 

The bil! for the relief of Jonathan P. Horton: 
objected to, and laid aside. 

The bill for the relief of George Waddell: laid 
aside to be reported. 

The bill for the relief of Samuel Lord: laid aside 
to be reported 

The bill for the relief of Casper W. Wever: 
laid aside to be reported. 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
ee Pryor, deceased: objected to, and laid 
aside. 

The bill for the relief of Richard Rush: laid 
aside to be reported. 

The bill for the relief of claimants to indemni- 
ties received from the British Gevernment for the 
loss of slaves {rom on board the Comet and Enco- 
mium, at Nassau, Bahamas: objected to, and laid 
aside. 


The bill for the re!ief of James M. Morgan: laid 
aside to be reported. 

The bill for the relief of John Drysdale: laid 
aside to be reported. 

The bill for the relief of Garret Vleit: laid aside 
to be rerorted. 

The bill for the relief of Elisha Moreland, Wil- 
liam M. Kennedy, Robert J. Kennedy, and Mason 
E. Lewis: laid aside to be reported. 

The bill for the relief of Samuel R. Slaymaker: 
laid aside to be reported. 

The bill for the relief of 8. D. Rose et al.: laid 
aside to be reported. 

An act for the relief of Francis A. Harrison: 
laid aside to be reported, with the recommendation 
that it be rejected. 

The bill for the relief of Barent Stryker: laid 
aside to be reported. 

The bill for the relief of John Wharry: laid aside 
to be reported. 


The bill for the relief of Mary McGee and Susan 
Pierce, heirs at law of George Neilson: laid aside 
to be reported 

The bill to revive an act entitled An act for the 
reliet of John Davlin: laid aside to be reported, 


An act for the relief of Daniel Kleiss: laid aside 
to be reported. 


The bill authorizing the Secretary ef the Treas- 
ury to refund to David Watkinson & Company a 
part of the duties imposed on a certain quantity of 
tin and iron imported by them into the port of New 
York: laid aside to be reported. 


The bill for the relief of Samuel Billings, owner 
of the fishing schooner Laura: laid aside to be re- 
ported. 

The bi!! for the relief of the owners, officers, and 
crew of the armed brig Warrior, or their legal 
representatives: laid aside to be reported. 

The bill for the relief of Robert Ramsay: laid 
aside to be reported. 

Toe bill for the relief of Benjamin Evans: laid 
aside to be reported. 

The bill for the relief of Joshua Drew: laid aside 
to be reported 

The bill for the re'ief of Thomas Copeland: laid 
aside to be reported. 

The bill for the relief of Sarah Parker: laid aside 
to be reported. 

The bill for the re'ief of George Pollen and Rob- 
ert Colegate: laid aside to be reported. 

The bill for the relef of Isaac and Thomas J. 
Winslow: lai} asde to le renoried. 

An act for th: rclief of AlexandergyHammet: laid 
aside to be repo-ied. 











i 
| 
i 


{ 
‘ 


853 


The bill for the relief of Burr and Smicb: ijaid 
aside to be reported. 

An act to authorize the settlement of the ac- 
counts of Jo:eph Nourse: objected to, and laid 
aside. 

The bill for the relief of the legal representa- 
_ of Frances Pellicer: laid aside to be report- 
ed. 

The bi!l for the relief of the legal representa- 
tatives of John Scott, deceased: laid aside to be re- 
ported. 

The bill for the relief of George Rouse: laid aside 
to be reported. 

Other bii's from the Senate were laid aside to be 
reported, whose titles were not distinetly heard. 

On motion by Mr. EVERETT, the committee 
rose, and reported to the House; and the bills that 
were reporied favorably, were read severally by 
their tiles, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading; and those that were reported unfavorably, 
were rejected. 

Mr. CROSS urged genilemen to withdraw their 
objections to the bill for the relief of Benjamin 
Murphy, which, he said, was a meritorious claim. 
It had been pending ‘en or twelve years, and he 
hoped it would be passed. 

The objections were not withdrawn. 

Assury DickENns, esq , Secretary of the Sena‘e, 
appeared with a message from that body, inform- 
ing the House that the Senate had passed the tariff 
bill. 

The House insisted on its disagreement with the 
Senate on the bill for the re-organization of the 
army, and appointed a Committee of Conference. 

The House thea adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Satrurpay, August 6, 1842. 


Mr. SMITH of Indiana, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, to which had been referred the fol- 
lowing Flonse bills, reported the same back with- 
out amendment, and witha recom.nendation that 
they do not pass, viz: 

An act granting a quantity of land for the im- 
prevement of Grand river, at the town of Potosi, 
in Wisconsin Territory. 

An act granting to the Territory of Wisconsin a 
certain tract of land, for the benefit of the town of 
Fairplay, in said Territory ; and 

An act granting a right of pre-emption to certain 
settlers in Wisconsin. 

Mr.S., from the same committee, to which had 
been referred the bill relative to the office uf sur- 
veyor general for the States of Onio, Indiana, and 
Michigan, reported the same back, with an amend- 
ment. 

Mr. BARROW, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, made adverse reports on the petitions of 
Mary B. Levely and Willam Jones; which were 
ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 

Mr. BATES, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to which had been referred House bills for the re- 
lief of George Morriss of Virginia, and William 
Fitzgerald, made adverse reports to their passage; 
which were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BATES also, from the same committee, re- 
ported back, with amendments, and with a recom- 
mendation that they do pass, House bills for the 
relief of Elizabeth Colfax aid Hannah Carrier. 


Mr. CONRAD made an ineffectual effort to 
have the Senate consider the bill adjustiog the title 
of the First Municipality «of New Orleans to a lot 
of Jand in said city. 

The bill entitled An act for the protection of the 
public and private propei'y in ihe city of Washing- 
top, was taken up, as in committee of the whole. 

Mr. BAYARD explained that this bill was from 
the House of Representatives, and was designed to 
supersede the watchmen employed at the different 
departments, and to complete the guard, so as to 
give greater security to the public and private prop- 
erty aga‘ost incendiary aitempis. Since the pas- 
sage of this bill by the other branch of Congress, 
the House had passed another bi!), making appro- 
priations (pr contingencies not provided for in the 
general appropriation hill, in which is designated a 
certain number of watchmen for each of the pub- 
lic buildings, and the salaries they shall receive. 


’ i 


Bei 


poe 


eevee es 


Spicy aaa 


3 


ss aga ato 8 


pp are 
Gs Ren 


Kee ese 


ié 
Bors) 
a 
ae 


Ps 
"i 
"4s 


* 








854 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





This would be in conflict with the bill now before 
them, which took from the heads of the depart- 
nienis the immediate contro! of their respective 
buildings. He had received letters from these gen- 
tlemen, complaining of, and protesting against, the 
bill, as depriving them of superintendence over 
them; and, indeed, the measure, thus far, was not 
a reasonable cne. Take acase for example: In 
the Department of State, where all the laws and 
records are deposited, the officers, being responsible, 
should have control over the persons who watch 
the archives. He therefore proposed an alteration 
of the bill, by striking out the first two seclions, and 
substituting in lieu thereof— 


“That, in addition to the guard or watch for the protection of 
the public buildings, there shall be established an auxiliary 
guard, to protect the public and private property against the 
torch of the incendiary: the guard te consist of one captain, to 
be appointed by the President of the United States, at an annual 
salary ef $1,000; fifteen other persons—five of them to receive 
$35, and the remaining ten $30 per month; the auxiliary guard 
to be subject to such rules and regulations as tnay be prescribed 
by a board, consisting of the mayor of Washington, the attor- 
ney ofthe United States fer the District of Columbia, and the 
attorney of the corporation of Washington, with the approba- 
tion of the President of the United States.” 


The bill makes an appropriation of $7,000 for the 
salary and insignia of office, &c. 

The amendments were agreed to; and the bill, 
thus modified, was read on the suggestion of 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, who said that Congress, 
as the Legislature for the District of Columbia, 
might, with propriety, organize a suitable sysiem 
of police. But it seemed to bim that, by subjecting 
this matter to the control of the President of the 
United States, it might be metamorphosed into a 
political guard for the Executive and the governors 
at the city of Washington. He thevght that it 
would not be entirely safe to orgenize such a corps. 
It was a little sort of standing guard, which might 
eventually become a formidable army. ‘The seeds 
:own by this bill would soon germinate, and their 
fulldevelopment might overshadow the liberties of 
the people. The consular guard consisted original- 
ly of but thirty men; and there were just thirty 
who originally composed the imperial! guard, which 
subsequenily numbered 25,000 strong, and proved 
a terror tothe world. He did not want to see this 
seed sown; he did not know what they might reap 
from it. He was willing, as far as he could, to 
extend protection to public and private property; 
but he desired to strip the watchmen of everything 
which would give them the appearance of a Gov- 
ernment guard. He would suggest to his friend 
whether it would not be better to strip the bill of 
that character which was stamped on it, and 
whether it would not be better to legislate cautious- 
ly in this particular. 

Mr. LINN observed that the bill wou!d proba- 
bly Jead to some discussion—not that he had an 
objection to the insiguia, but be would be glad if 
the Senate would consent to pass over the subject 
informally. Another thing: it was a public bill, 
and he wished to Jay it aside for the purpose of 
going on with the private bills. 

Mr. BAYARD had no such apprehension as that 
adverted to by the Senator from Kentuelry, [Mr. 
CritrenDEN ] The seed of this bill were but small; 
and they were to be planted, nourished,and watered 
by ourselves. Theirdevelopment, therefore, depend- 
ed entirely on our own will;and there could not be 
much danger that that will would be so exercised as 
totransform asma!l body of watchmen intoa formi- 
dable political body, to goard the Executive, or 
sustain him in any ulterior design against the liber- 
ties of the people. So far asthe Senator had cited 
fhe enormous increase of the imperial! guard, he 
(Mr. B.) would say that the a'lusion was’ entirely 
inapplicable to this case. ‘The means and the 


power to augment that body re-ted in the bosom of 


one man; bat the means and the power in this case 
were with the Representatives of the people. He 
was confident that, after the Senator shall have con. 
sidered the details cf the bill, he would be satisfied 
thatit was a harmless measure. The bili had been 
passed by the House. He was firmly of the opin- 
ion that there should be a guard of sume kind to 
project the public property; but he had no cispe sition 
io press the bill against the wishes of the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, the turiher 
consideration of the bill was postponed for the 
present. 
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The bill to ex'end the right of pre-empticn to 
certain settlers in the Territory of lowa, came up 
as in committee of the whole; and, without being 
considered, war, on motion of Mr. HUNTING- 
TON, postponed till Monday. 

The bill to amend an act for the relief of Jami- 
son & Williamson came up in its order; and was, 
on motion of Mr. BAGBY, laid on the table. 

The following bills were taken up as in com- 
mittee of the whole, considered, reported to the 
Senate; and, being engrossed according to order, 
were read the third time and passed: 

House bil! entitled An actfor the relief of George 
H. Walker. 

Houre bill entilled An act to compensate the 
township of Dublin, in Mercer county, Olio, for 
the loss of school Jands. 

[This bill was taken up on amendments recom- 
mended by the Committee on Public Lands. Mr. 
SMITH of Indiana and Mr. HUNTINGTON 
advoeated the amendments; and Mr. ALLEN and 
Mr. TAPPAN opposed them, on the ground ibat 
injustice would be done the township, if it was 
only allowed @2 an acre for land which was worth 
#6 per acre. 

Tne question was taken onthe amendments, and 
decided in the affirmative—yeas 22, nays 6. The 
bill was then passed ] 

House bi!! entitled An act for the relief of John 
Johnson. 

House bill entitled An act for the relief of Eli 
Wreat and Stephen White. 

Joint resolution from the House, to authorize 
the commission appointed to prepare rules for the 
naval service, to appoint a clerk. 

[Mr. CALHOUN opposed it. He thought thet 
there were enough clerks in the department to per- 
form these dutics.] 

Jouse bill entitled An act for the relief of John 
B. Pierce. 

Joint resolution to authorize the Postmaster Gen- 
eral to settle the accounis of Paiton, Pilcher, & 
Company. 

| Mr. KING opposed fixing the rate of compen- 
sation, and suggested the propriety cf leaving it to 
be adjusted by the Postmasier General. The reso- 
lution was amended according to ibis suggestion. ] 

House bill entitled An act for the reliet of Lien- 
ry Gee. 

House bill entitled An act for the relief of James 
Seaburn. 

House bill entitled An act 
jamin C. Roberts. 
SUPPRESSION OF THE SALE OF LOTTERY 

LTS IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

The bill from the House, entitled An act to svp- 
press the vending of lottery tickets in the District of 
Columbia, was taken up as 1m commities of the 
whole, onceriain amendments from the Commitice 
on the District of Columbia. 


for the relief of Ber- 


TICK- 


Mr. MILLER said he bad nei had time 'o ex- 
amine the bill, and hoped the Senator from Dela- 


ware would consent to postpone 
Mr. BAYARD observed tbat he could not con- 
sent to posipone the bill. It had been for nionths 


on the calendar, and could have been examined by 
any Senater who chos? to take the trouble. He 
would state the object of the bil, which was most 


simple in its character. 

The suppress:oa of lotteries had been one of the 
imp:ovements in this enlightened ave. It was wei! 
known that they were seductions cf the most de- 
moralizing kit The effect was felt most by 
families least able to bear privations. Many ct 
those persons engaged at asmail pittance ct sal- 
ary in the service of the G mment, issiead of 
devolivg that pittance to th: pport of their fam! 
lies, were incuced, by this reducive species of 
gambiing, to pledge their salartes 
the purpose of speculating im Iovery 

He showed that had been the 
of Jottenes, and how much the practice had devi- 
ated from that o*ject. He elso showed the man 
ner in which lotteries bad become a source of muri- 
cipal revenue. Tne bill would not intriere with 
existing right’. The proviso at the end ci ihe cee- 
ond section reserved the rights of the city of Alex- 
andria, under her charter. No other city was au- 
thorized by charter to establish lotteries; but this 


in advance, fo: 
tickets, 


original intention 








bill will only restrain that authority for the future, 
leaving existing contrac's undisturbed. The con- 
tract of the corporation of Alexandria with Gregory 
and Co. is entirely conditional, and subject to the 
action of legislation. 

Mr. MILLER was as much in favor of abolish- 
ing !oiteries as the Senator from Delaware; and if 
the Senator could satisfy biov that vested interests 
would not be injuriously affected by this bill, he 
wouid withcraw all opposition. It was to exam- 
ine into the matter, that he wished for a postpone- 
ment. 

Mr. BAYARD said he had referred to the con- 
tract between the city of Alexandria and Gregory 
& Co,, to show that there was a saving clause in it 
which empowered the corporation to abandon the 
contract the moment legislative action should re- 
quire the abolition of loueries in the District. 

A‘ter a jew remarks from Messrs. BENTON 
and MILLER, (the la'ter having moved a postpone- 
ment, which was negatived,) the amendment re- 
ported by the Committee on the Dis'rict was adopted; 
and the bil was reportedto the Senate, and ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading on Monday. 

The Senate bill No. 280, “to reorganize the 
Navy Department of the United States,” was taken 
up as reported back from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, wih an amendment, and considered as 
in committee cf the whole. 

The question Was ou agreeing to the amendment 
recommended, 

Mr. ARCHER expleined that the object of the 
bill was to abolish the Board of Commissioners, and 
establish in Us place a system of bureans, analo- 
gous to thatof the War Department. The whole 
cost of the reorganization would be but $19,600. 
The Secretary of the Navy estimates that the 
saving will be from six to eight hundred thousand 
dollars a year. ‘Pnis, independent of the more ac- 
curate arrangement and despatch of business, 
would be an inestimable advantage to the public. 

Mr. CUP: BERT a:ked the chairman of the 
Committee on Naval Affairs if officers of the navy 
were to be placed at the heads of the bureaus? 

Mr. ARCHER was glad the question had been 
asked,as he m ght otherwise have inadve:tently omit- 
ted to mention anotheradvantage. Offcers of the 
hnavy—experienced practical men—were to be 
placed at the hea:!s of tbe bureaus. Their salaries 
would be in lieu of pay they now receive; and this 
would, in itse!f, be a considerable saving. 

Wr. WILLIAMS remarked, that, out of the 68 
captains In the navy, many were old men, and 
srobably not as well suived as others in the navy 
to fill the different offices to be created by this bill. 
The number of commanders was 98, many of 
whom were efficient cflicers, and wel! adapted to 
serve in the posts to be created. In order to give 
the Secretary of the Navy a more extended range 
of selection, he would move to strike out “cap- 
tain’? as the 'owest grade {rom which the Secre'ary 
should have power to select, and insert “com- 
mander.” 

Mr, ARCHER signified his approval of the ob- 
ject of the proposed amendment. 

The bill was then amended, by inverting after the 
word “eaptain or commancer.” 

Mr. WOODBURY icquired whether this bill 
had the approbation of the department, or was 
merely reported by the committee? 

Mr. ARCHER replied, that it came first from 
the department, was examined by the committee, 
and agein reviewed by the department. 

The amen’ment as amended was then adopted. 

The bili was then reported back to the Senate, 
and the amendment was concurred in. It was then 
read a third time and passea. 

THE ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL, AND 
THE BILL. TO REORGANIZE THE ARMY. 

Mir. EVANS presented two reporis from the 

Committees of Conterence—one in relation to the 
heagreeinz voles of boi Houses on the amend. 

army appropriation bill, and the other 
inrelation to those on the bill for the re-organiza- 
tion of the army. 

The Committees of Conference had agreed upon 
recommending the reports, by which it would be 
seen, that evervthing is to be stricken out of the 
appropriation bill touching re-organization, strict- 
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ly confining it to appropriations for the service 
Some alterations, however, were to be made—such 
as changing the Senaie amendment, to place 
$60,000 of the appropriation for the armories atthe 


disposal of the Secretary of War, for the purchase of 
arms not manufactured in the armories, to $10,000; | 


and adding to the $100,000 appropriated for im- 
provements of navigation on the Wes'ern waters, 
430,000 for harbor improvements already com- 
menced. There are other altera'ions of less impor- 
lance. 


Mr. KING asked what was done about the | 


civil superintendents in the Orduance department. 


Mr. EVANS replied that the subject was in the | 


bill for reorganizing the army—not in the appro- 
priation bill. 

Mr. YOUNG asked what changes were made 
in relation to reductions in the army? 

Mr. EVANS said, none in the appropriation 
bill, from which everything but appropriations had 
been excluded. The alterations and reductions 
in the army would be pointed out in the bill to re- 
organize the army. 

The report in relation to the bill for the reor- 
ganization of the army was then read. 

Mr. KING said he understood the civil super- 
intendents in the Ordnance department were to be 
restored. 


Mr. EVANS said, no; the military superin‘en- 
dents were retained. He explained the modifica- 
lions of amendments recommended by the Com- 
mittee of Conference. These were numerous; but 
the most important was thai in reference to the 
second regiment of dragoons, which is to be con- 
tinued till the 4th of March next, and then con- 
verted into a rifle corps, as it was understood the 
aspect of affairs on the Western frontier rendered 
it prucent that the mounted regiment should be 
kept up six or eight months longer; ard it was 
considered its conversion into a rifle corps would 
be a great protection to the Western border. 

Another change would be, to reduce the number 
of men in each company to forty. As far as 
expense was concerned, large aad important re- 
ductions will be effected. 

Mr. BATES took it for granted these amend- 
ments would be printed. He did not know how 
the superintendence of the armories was to be. He 
wished the amendments might be printed, that he 
might understand the alterations. He suggested a 
postponement, till time was given to examine the 
matter. 

Mr. EVANS thonght it necessary that both 
bills should be retarned together to the House. He 
thougit, if the Senator from Massachuret!s would 
‘urn his atlention to the amendment in relation to 
the Springfield armory, he would understand it at 
once. 

Mr. BENTON made a few remarks, not dis- 
tinctly heard, ia relation to military storckeepers. 

Mr. BATES said, if other Senators understood 
the matter, he would not insist on his motion to 
postpone. 

The reportx of the Committees of Conference 
were then concurred in. 

The bill for repaving and repairing a portion of 
Pennsylvania avenue was then taken up for con- 
sideration, as in committee of the whole. 

Mr. BAYARD explained the object of the bill. 
it apprepriates $28 000 for repairs of portions of 
Pennsylvania avenue. It was very well known 
that this avenue was the great thoroughfare of the 
whole country, from the National Capi:o! to the 
public offices of the Government. It was a'so 
known that the surface was worn down almost to 
the clay, and that repairs were indispensably ne- 
cessary. A plan had been in coniemy lation last 
year, for paving the avenue with weod; but that 
idea was abandoned, as it was considered such a 
plan would be too expensive. It is now propoied 
to gravel the centre, 40 feet in widib, and pavea 
slip at each side, of 30 feet. The pavirg two te 
used being pebble-ston:s, nviexcecding three inchs 
in diameter. There are to be two rows of trees 
The length of the evenue, from the foot of Capit! 
hill to the Presitent’s square, is 6,500 feet. The 
width of the avenue is 108 feet. Tne gravelling cf 
the centre would cost $2,800, and the paving of 
the side slips $24,500. There wouli, besides, be 
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the expense of 354 trees; the total cost being 
$28,000 for the mite and a quacier. 

Noamendment being offered, the bill was report- 
ed tack to the Senate, read a third time, and 
passed. 

Mr. WALEER offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States he request- 
ed, as far as deemed by him compatible with the public service, 
to communicate to the Senate the measures taken to obtain the 
performance of the stipulations contained in the convention 


with Mexico, in relauon to the awards made by the commis- 
sioner and umpire under said convention. 


Mr. ARCHER remarked, that some weeks ago 
he had asked the Senate to make certain bills, re- 
ported by the Commitiee on Naval Affairs, the 
special order for a given day, which was dons; but, 
in consequence of other business, other special or- 
ders had overrun them. He would now ask the 
special order to be renewed for Monday nex; 
which was agreed to. . 

Mr. BENTON observed that some ingenious 
French philosopher had once discovered that man 
was nothing but a piece of machinery wound up, 
set going, and let down, like other machines. He 
felt—and he was sure other Senators fel'—rundown 
by the last week’s work, and that it was time to go 
home, and get themselves wound up for the next 
week’s work. He would, theretore, move an ad- 
journment. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON hoped not yet, as there 
was a little executive business todo. It was not 
much—mere references, He would, therefore, 
move to go into executive session. 

The Senate according!y went into executive ses- 
tion, and shoruy after 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Satorpay, August 6, 1842. 
Mr. REED presented documents of Cynthia 
Wattles, of Rome, Bradford county, Pennsylva- 


ria, on which a pension is claimed by her, as a. 


widow of a Revolutionary soldier. 

Mr. YOUNG, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported adversely on the bill from 
the Senete for the reliet of Juan Belgar: laid on 
the table, and the report ordered to be printed. 

Mr. MOORE, from the Commitiee on Private 
Land Claims, reported the following bills, without 
amendmen’: 

The bill to confirm titles to Jands in the dis- 
trict between the Rio Hondo and Sabine. 

The bill for the relief of J. B. Cameron. 

The biil to authorize the issue of patents to the 
heirs or representatives of G. Fiaujac. 

The bill for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of Therese Maletie, widow of G. Phiole. 

Mr. JAS. IRVIN, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported that they had examined, and 
found to be correctly engrossed, the bill to provide 
revenue from imports, and to modify and change 
existing Jaws imposing duties on imports; and the 
same having been signed by the Speaker, was sent 
to the Senate for the signature of their President. 

Mr. McKEON submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered and adopted: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War report to this House 
the number of public arimories and arsenals under the direction 
of the Department of War; where the same are situated; the 
time when established; the quantity of land occupied by each, 
and the cost of the same; the number and description of the 
buildings, and the whole cost of the buildings and improve- 
ments at each, together with the value of the stores deposited 
thereat, belonging to the United States; designating euch as have 
been abandoned, ur are not now occupied as arsenals and de- 
puts. 


ir. TILLINGHAST, from the Committee cn 
the Library, sudmitied the following joint reselu- 
ucn: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That, 
from the number of copies of the catalogues of the library of 
Congress published in 1840, and now remaining on hand, the 
L.brarian distribute one copy to each member of Congress, and 
one to each delegate of a Territory in the presen. Congress. 

Tie above resowion was read twice, and or- 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading; and then, 
by g-nera! couseat, was ead the third time and 
passe d. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT <:ubmitted the foilow ing re: 
olution; which was considered and adopted: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be diree‘ed to 
furnish this House with copies of the qnarter-yearly acc unts 














of the collector, naval officer, and surveyor of the porto! New 
York, required by the act of March 3d, 1841, of moneys receiv 

ed by them, respectively, for forfeitures, rents, Cconipre 
mises, &c.; and, also, to luform this Hlouse whether ail the 
store-houses hired by those officers for the storage of goods at 
that port hive been rented on public account, and whetherary 
inspector of the customs, or other officer, is now or has beea 
employed to superintend the reception or delivery of goods in 
avy etore-house not rented on account of the United States; and, 
also, a list of the store-houses, with the amount of the rent of 
each kind, by either of said officers, and the names of the per- 
s0ns respectively from whoin the same have been hired. 

Mr. HALSTED submitted the following resola- 
tion; which was considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Register of the Treasury report to this 
House, as nearly as can be ascertained from the books of his 
office, the amount for which the treasury was liable on the 4:h 
of March, 1841,0n account of appropriations of all kinds un- 
drawn on that day, (designating the amountof specific appro- 
priations undrawn, and adding the amount of indefinite appro- 
priations drawn between the 4th of March and the 3ist of De- 
cember, 1841,) and of treasury notes then outstanding, after de- 
ducting the balance of cash in the treasury on the said 4th of 
March, exclusive of deposites with States, and the unavailable 
funds due by defaulting banks. 


Mr. HALSTED submitted the following reso- 
lution : 

Resolved, That all debate on House bill No. 210 [the bill to 
regulate the taking testimony in contested election cases} shal? 
cease on Monday afternoon, at 1 o’clock; and that the commit- 
tee shall then proceed to vote on said bill, and such amend 


ments as may be offered thereto, and report the satne to the 
House. 


Mr. WELLER moved to Jay it on the table: re- 
jected. 

Mr. W. then called for the yeas and nays on the 
adoption of the resolution, but they were not or- 
dered; and the question was taken and carried in 
the affirmative. 

Mr. CUSHING, from the Committee on For- 
eign Affairs, seported a bill, requiring foreign reg 
ulations of commerce to be annually laid before 
Congress. Read twice, and ordered to be engrossed; 
and then, by general c-nsent, read the third time 
and passed. 

Mr. COOPER of Pennsylvania having calied for 
the orders of the day— 

The House resumed the consideration of the re- 
port of the Committee on Indian Affairs, on the 
subject of the reply of the Secretary of War to the 
resolution of the House, declining to transmit to it 
the evidence in the report of Col. Hitchcock, in re- 
gard to certain alleged frauds in the Indian coun- 
try. 

Mr. ADAMS, who had the floor, addressed the 
House at length in favor of the report. 

Mr. PROFFIT followe' the gentleman from 
Massaebusetts, and spoke until the elose of the 
morning hoor. 

Mr. HALSTED moved that the House resolve 
itselfinto Commitiee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union; which was negatived. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD then obtained permission 
to introduce a bill for the relief of Samvel N. As- 
bury; which was read twice, and committed to the 
Committee of the Whole. 


Mr. COWEN then moved that the House re- 
solve itself into Committee of the Whole, for the 
purpose of proceeding with the private calendar. 

The motion was agreed to, and Mr. Boanpian 
took the chair. 


Mr. A. H. H. STUART said there was a bill 
laid aside yesterday, because it contained a blank 
which required filling up. He had since supplied 
the figures which were required from the proper 
department; and he now moved that the bill be 
taken up, entitied A bill for the relief of the legal 
representatives of Daniel Grent, deceased, 

The bill having been mace complete, was laid 
aside io be reported. 

The bil next in o:der was A bill for the relief of 
Michael Suilivan, which was partially debated on 
a previous day. 

Mr. MEDILL was entit!ed to the floor; and he 
resumed the speech upon which he had entered 
when this bill was last under consideration, com- 
mencing with a recapiiniavon cf the statements 
made in his reraarks on that cceasion, of the cir- 
cumstances attending the entry and possession of 
the lands in question. 

He could reter to a number ¢f cases, to show 
what bad herr'ofore ben the covrse of the House 
with regard to such claims; a: d, in doing so, he 
weuld cite, among others, a cae that had been 
uced on at this very session. Mr, M. here read 
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an act passed on 5.h July, 1838, authorizing the 
issue of a patent to an individual who, under a 
mistake, had purchased lands not subject to private 
entry. He found that this act was reported from 
the Committee on Public Lands in the Senate, and 
passed both Hvuuses without difficulty. This was 
a case, too, where the lands had never been offered 
at public sale, and were not therefore legally sub- 
ject to private entry; but the purchaser having 
entered them in good faith, and under the belief 
that they were subject to private entry, the act was 
passed granting him relief. 


Again: what was the course of this House at 
the present session? And where was the vigilant 
eye of his colleague, if directed solely to the public 
good, as he trusted it ultimately would be, when 
he permitted a claim of a similar nature to pass 
without opposition? Sir (said Mr. M.) there was 
ap application at the present session, by a gentle- 
man, (Mr. David Buckner, of Kentucky,) for pat- 
ents for lands worth more than $100 000, that had 
been entered at the Washita laid district, Louis- 
iana, by two individuals who had assigned them to 
him. When Mr. Buckner came to claim his pat- 
ents for these lands, it was ascertained that they 
had not been offered at public sale, and were not, 
therefore, subject to private entry; and the Commis- 
sioner of the Land Office very promptly decided 
that they could not be patented. Mr. Buckner 
applied to Congress; the fac's of the case were sub- 
mitted to the Heuse; and a bill was reported for his 
relief, which he would read, to show that the very 
principles on which it was passed, applied to the 
case then before them. Mr. M. here read the bill. 
This bill passed the Senate of the United States, 
came to this House, and was placed on the private 
calerdar. So perfectly just did this bill appear to 
the members from Kentucky, that one of them [Mr. 
MarsnaLu] got up and advocated a motion to dis- 
charge the Committee of the Whole from its fur- 
ther consideration, in order that iit might be passed 
immediately, in order that the claimant, who was in 
the city, might receive bis deeds. Upon this, the 
committee was discharged; the bill was passed in 
the House on the same day, and the claimant got 
his deeds. Now, he would ask if his colleague 
was so very vigilant as he appeared to be in a 
certain quarter, why it was that he made no 
objections to the passage of this bill? Here 
was acase not near so strong as the one he was 
now advocating; for in this case the lands had 
never been offered at public sale, were not subject 
to private entry, and could not, in Jaw or equity, 
be patented; but, ithaving been shown that the pur- 
chase was made in good faith, and no fraud or col- 
Jusion intended, the law was passed; and, in three 
weeks from the time of his application, the claim- 
ant had his patent in his pocket. Now, what was 
the case he presented to the House? It was a case 
where the lands had been offered at public sale, 
and the time for offering them at public sale had 
expired. They might, therefore, have been enter- 
ed legally, at the Government price. It was true, 
a certain order had been issued by the General 
Land Office—not directly to the register of the land 
office where the lands were subject to sale, but to 
the Governor of Ohio—directing them to be 
temporarily withheld from sale, until it could be 
escertained where the Miami canal would be lo- 
cated; but, when that temporary purpose was an- 
swered, the lands were restored to private entry; 
and it was from the lands thus temporarily with- 
held from sale, and again restored to’it, that the as- 
signor of the petitioner made his purchases. But 
his colieague [Mr. Goope] had urged that, though 
the cause for withholding these lands from sale no 
longer existed, yet there bad been no formal order 
restoring them to public sale; and, therefore the entry 
was illegal. Now, though this objection wasa 
plausible one, yet it was shown that the register 
pat such a ecnstruction on bis authority as to con- 
sider them subjrct to private entry, and informed 
tbe purchaser that they were so. The purchaser 
had no right to discredit the information given 
him by the register, who was the lawfully con- 
stituted agent of the Government. He could 
not send on to the General Land Office to know 
whether the register was acting within the scope 
of bis duty. He was bound to take the word of 
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the authorized agent of the Government; and if it 
was true that that agent made a mistake, or ex- 
ceeded his authority, he would ask any impartial 
person wh-ther the innccent purchaser should be 
made to suffer. Would it not be more consistent 
with justice that the Government should take the 
consequences of the act of its agent? But his col- 
league (Mr. Goopx] said that these lan¢s had been 
withheld from entry by others, while Mr. Shannon 
and a favored few were permitied to enter them; 
and from this he inferred that there had been some 
collusion between him and the register. Now, was 
this a fair inference, when it was conclusively shown, 
from the testimony, that Mr. Shannon did not make 
the entries in person, but that they were made for 
him by an agent, into whose baads he had put 
money for the purpose of purchasing lands; that 
he did not know where these lands were located; 
and, further, that he bad not the slightest informa- 
tion that they had ever been withheld from sale, or 
that there was any difficulty whatever on tie sub- 
ject, until after he had disposed of them toa third 
person? Ali this testimony was before the House; 
and it had been well remaiked by one of bis col- 
leagues, [Mr. Cowen,] that the affidavit of Gov- 
ernor Shannon himself was all-sufficient to clear 
him from the imputation of any collusion in the 
matter; and he would venture to assert, that there 
was no! an individual there, who would take the 
responsibility of asserting that Governor Shannon 
would swear to afalsehood. The character of that 
gentleman s'cod so higa in his State, that there 
was not an juwdividuai there who would venture to 
doubt his word. 


Mr. M. here read Gov. Shannon's affidavit. 
Now, would his colleague, after hearing this affi- 
davit read, rise in his place and reiterate the charge 
of coliusion with the register? Here 1t was sworn 
by Governor Shannon that he had not the slightest 
knowledge of the fact that these lands had ever 
been withheld from sale; thathe was informed by 
the register, and believed, that they were subject to 
private entry, aud never had any intimation to the 
contrary, until after he had disposed of them. But 
it was said that these lands had been withheld from 
eatry by others, and that Mr. Shannon anda few 
favored individuals were permitted to enter them. 
How stood this assertion wiih the facts? We nave 
(said Mr. M.) several reports from the department 
on this subject, some of them conflictizg with the 
others, owing to the fact that to this moment it 
was not exactly ascertained how far the additional 
sections for five miles on the borders of the Miami 
canal extend. His colleague, in his remarks, im- 
pugned the character of Mr. Heltenstein, the regis- 
ter, who permitted the entries to be made by Mr. 
Shannon; but, at the same tme, stated tiat he 
placed the fullest confidence in the former register, 
Mr. Van Horn. Then (ssid Vir. M.) let us take him 
on hisown showing. He had before him a report 
from the General Land Office, made on the call of 
his colleague himseif, and on his motion refer- 
red to the Committee on Public Lands; fiom which 
it would appear that, so far trom these lands being 
withheld trom entry by others, and open to entry 
by Mr. Shannon, there were, from 1829 to 1839, 
239 entries made, for nearly 200 of which patents 
had been issued. Thus entries were made as we! 
while Mr. Van Horn was register, as when that 
office was held by Mr. Helfenstein. Mr. M. here 
read a statement showing the number of entries 
each year, made between the years 1828 and 
1839; and be made this statement, he said, to 
repel the imputation that there had been any col- 
lusion between Mr. Shannon and the register, Mir. 
Helfenstein. He did not stand there to justify Mr. 
Helfenstein, or any other public officer. They 
were the agents of the Government; and if they act- 
ed corruptly, or under a mistake, the Government 
should not visit the transgression on the head of an 
innocent purchaser, who had in good faith made 
the entry, believing that he had a right to do so, and 
who had paid his money without any design to de- 
fraud the Government. He was confident that the 
House could not, and would not, do an act so re- 
pugnant to the principles of justice. The restora- 
tion of the purchase money would be no compen- 
sation to the claimant, or to the original purchasrr. 
Governor Shannon, believing his right to the lands 











to be unquestionable—having been so informed by 
the register—had sold them to the claimant, and 
had given bond to his assignee 10 make him a good 
tile; and if he failed in esiablishiag it here, he 
would be ruined. 

After a few remarks from Mr. GOODE— 

Mr. BREWSTER—who made the report on 
which the Lil! was pred:cated—addressed the com- 
mitiee in its favor. He was (he said) unfavorably 
impressed towards it in the beginning, in conse- 
quence of conversations he had had with the gen- 
tleman from Ohio, [Mr. Goong,] who sat near him; 
but, on a careful examination of all the testimony, 
he came to the conelusion that the claim was a just 
one, and ought to pass. The evidence satisfied 
him that the lands were en'ered in good faith, and 
that the first purchaser bad not the slightest intima- 
tion that they ever bad been witbheld from sale. 


Messrs. MASON and COWEN severally ad- 
dressed the committee; the former in opposition to 
the bill, and the latier in favor of it. 

Mr. ANDREWS moved that the bill be re- 
ported to the House; which, after some objections 
by Mr. GOODE, which he subsequently withdrew, 
was agreed to. 

The committee then took up the bill providing 
payment for the passage of General Lafayete 
from France to the United States in 1824. 

On the question of reporting this bill, it was 
found that there was not a quorum present; and 
the committee rose and reported that fact to the 
House. 

Mr. ADAMS moved 2 call of the House, which 
was agreed to; and the roll was called, resulting in 
109 members answering to their names. 

The abseniees having been calicd, 114 mem- 
bers answered to their names. 

Mr. HOLMES moved that the House adjourn: 
rejected—ayes 40, noes 48. 

The officers were then directed to close the 
doors; and, the absentees having been again call- 
ed, the House excused some, and refused to ex- 
cuse others. 

On motion by Mr. HOLMES, 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, Avgust 8, 1842. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
ate a communication from the Department otf State, 
covering a communication from Thomas Allen, 
and a statement of his account for printing a Com- 
peudium of the Sixth Census, under the act of 
September 1, 1841; and asking Congress to make 
an appropriation to sat'sfy the same: laid on the 
lable. 

The PRESIDENT pro iem. \aid before the Sen- 
ate a communication from John W. Maury, of 
Washington City, protesting against the passage of 
the bill for the suppression of the vending of lottery 
tickets in the Dis'rict of Columbia, on the ground 
that it would violate a contract made with him 
under the law of Congress granting a lottery to the 
city of Alexandria: referred to the Committee 
on the District of Columbia. 

On motion of Mr. SMITH cf Indiana, the pa- 
pers of Marston C. Ciatk were permitted to be 
taken from the files, to be referred to the depart- 
ment authorized to settle his accounts. 

Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Pensions, 
reported back, without amendment, ana with a rec- 
ommendation that it do pass, the bill for the relief 
of Randolph Carter. 

Mr. S. also, from the same committee, made an 
adverse report on the petition of Esther Olmstead, 
which was ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 

Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee on Pensiens, 
to which had been referred House bills entitled An 
act for the relief of Oliver Parrish, deceased; An 
act for the relief of the heirs of Seth Chapin; An 
aet for the relief of Sally McCraw; and An act for 
the berefitof Mary Conge!cion, wido:v of McsesCon- 
gleton, asoldier of ihe Revolution, deceased, report 
ed them back without amendment, and with a 
recommendation that they do not pass. 

Mr. P. also, from the same committee, reported 
back, with an amendment, House bill giving Catha- 
rine Lehman the benefit of the act of the 7th July, 
1838. 
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Mr. GRAHAM, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, reported a bill for the relief of David Welch; 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

The bill to provide for the paymentof the claims 
of Georgia, for money advanced by that Staie for 
the payment of the militia called out in a state of 
emergency, having ‘gen returned from the House 
of Representatives with certain amendments, was 
taken up; and the amendments, having been read, 
were concurred in. 

The bill for the relief of Hezekiah Cunningham, 
having been returned from the House of Repre- 
sentatives with amendments, was taken up for con- 
sideration. 

M;. MERRICK said that the House amendment 
reduced the appropriation. tie moved that the 
Senate concur. 

Mr. YOUNG remarked that his celleague (who 
was not now in his seat) wished to make some imo- 
tion with reference to bill. He, therefore, 
moved that it be passed by informally. The mo- 
lion was agreed !o. 

THE ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS. 

A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, coverivy a joint resolution, which 
passed that body, providing that the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives and the President of the 
Senate will adjourn, sine die, the two Houses of 
Congtess over which they preside, on Monday, the 
22d of August, at 2 o'clock p. m. 

Mr. PRESTON moved that the consideration of 
the joint resolution be postponed uil Monday next, 
and that it be made the special order for that day. 

The motion was agreedto. 

The acts for the relief of George W. Paschal; 
for the relief of Hezekiah L. Thistle; end for the 
relief of Robert Miiler, having beer returned from 
the House of Rvpreseniatives with amendments, 
were taken up for consideration; and, 

Oa motion of Mr. GRAHAM, the amendments, 
having been read, were concurred in. 

The act for the relief of Jubal B. Hancock, hav- 
ing been returned from the House of Representa- 
tives with certain amendments, was taken up for 
consideration; and, 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, the amendments 
were concurred in. 

The act for the settlement of the accounts of 
Silas Deane, having been retuined from the House 
of Representatives, with amendments, was taken 
up for consideration. 

Mr. PHELPS exp'ained that the amendments of 
the House were to strike from the bill all reference 
to the revolution of 1780, and to remove all doubt 
as to any claim for interest found due under it, 
&c.; and moved that the Senate concur in the 
amendments: the motion was agreed to. 

The act to sctile the title to certain tracts of 
Jand in the State of Arkansas, having been re- 
turned from the House of Representatives, with 
ceriain amendments, was taken up for considera- 
tion; and, 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, who explained the 
amendments, they were concurred in. 

Oa motion of Mr. PORTER, the bill to extend 
the time within which the duties on certain rail- 
road iron imported by the Siate of Michigan, being 
laid for permanent use, may be remitted, was 
taken up, as in committee of the whole, for con- 
sideration. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he would not object to 
ordering the bili to be engrossed to day; but he 
would like to have time till to-morrow to consider 
whether he should not object to the passege of the 
bill. There being no amendment offered to the 
bill, it was reported to the Senate, and ordered to 
be engrossed fora third reading. 

THE NAVY PENSION BILL. 

The consideration of the bill making appropria- 
tion to supply the deficiency in the navy pension 
fund, was resumed, as in commiitee of the whole. 

Mr. WHITE exp ained bis conception of the 
origin and progtess of the navy pension fund. The 
question now to be considered was, what modifica- 
tions of the act of 1837 should be made? He was 
in favor of fulfilling, in good faith, all engagements 
made under that act up to this period. He did not 
urge this on the ground of any vested right, but on 
the ground that the Goverament was bound, in 
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honor and morality, to sustain the promises held 
out by that act. He proposed to continue that act 
to all those whose claims, at that date, were pro- 
spective. He contended that, so far as there hal 
been any expression of opinion by the Senate, it 
had been adverse to a repeal of the act of 1837. 
He quoted the proceedings of the Senate on this 
subject at the last Congress, in proof of this posi- 
tion. He admitted that the act of last session, ap- 
propriating $139,666 66 to supply deficiencies in 
the pension fund, might adimit of a dubious con- 
struction. By it, the limitation of the appropria- 
tion was to the close of the next session of Con- 
gress; leaving it to Congress to withho!d or grant 
future supplies to keep up the pension fund. 

He would not have voted for the act of 1837 to 
the extent it has been carried; but what was to be 
done? The Attorney General called the right under 
that act a vested interest. He did notcall it such, 
but he called it a sacred promise secured; and its 
breach would be an unkind and ungenerous viola- 
tion ot the faith of the Government. The class 
of persons which he wished to save would not 
call for more than between $30,060 and $40,000. 
He went into some calculations to show this. He 
wished to continue the benefits of the act of 1837. 
The difference between his amendment and that 
of the Senator from Massachusetis, [Mr. Cnoare,] 
recently rejected, was, that his proposed to con- 
tinne the act of 1837 to every case existing, and 
limiting it only to such cases as were now on the 
roll. ‘The amendment, however, explained itself, 
He would now propose it in its modified form, to 
add to the 2d section the following: 

Provided, That if any of the navalor marine corps officers, 
or any seaman or marine, who shall have died after the 3d of 
March, 1837, and his widow or children shal! have been placed 
upon the pension roll prior to the 16th August, 1S41, and were 
entitled to receive pensions, they shall continue to receive the 


same, as well alter as before the present session of Congress, 
any tormer act to the contrary notwithstanding. 


Mr. WILLIAMS would propose to amend the 
amendment, sv that those who by the law were vot 
entitled to more than five years’ pension, shall, 
when they receive that, be stricken from the roll; 
otherwise, there would be a most manifest injustice. 
Tie amendment, as it stood, would keep on the 
roll for life those who were entitled by law to only 
five years’? pension; and would be thus giving to 
ihose widows (or the children) of those officers who 
died a natural death, greater favor than those 
whose husbands died in the service, from wounds 
received ia battle, or from disease con'racted in the 
performance of their duty. 

The amendment of the Senator from Indiana says 
that the widow and children of a person dying a 
naiural death in the service after 31 March, 1837, 
and up to August, 1841, shall have a pension for 
life; whereas, the widow and children of a person 
dying in the service, of wounds received in battle, 
would have a pension for only five years. This 
was the effect of bis amendment. He did not 
believe the Senate was prepared to do so much in- 
justice. 

He understood the compromise of the last ses- 
sion to be between striking off those pensioners 
then, and allowing them to continue till the end of 
this session. He proposed to amend the amend- 
ment, so as to continue the pensions till the claim- 
ants shall have had the benefit fcr five years; and, 
with that view, he rnoved to strike trom the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Indiana (Mr. Waite] 
the words “as well afier as before the present ses- 
sion of Congress,” and to insert the words “antl 
they have the benefit of the pension fund for five 
years.” 

He believed that more than one-ha&lf of the pen- 
sions now paid or claimed were to the widows and 
children of persons who died a natural death in 
the service, put there under the act of 1837. This 
amendment to the amendment, if adopted, would 
discontinue them from the roll, after they shou'd 
have obtained the benefits of that act. 

Mr. WHITE did not consider this estimate a 
fair one; for, previously to 1837, the widows and 
children of persons who died a natural death in 
the service were not entitled to pensions. It was 
only by the act of 1837 that they were allowed to 
be placed on the persion list. 

And as to those who, from time to time, had 








{| been continued in successive periods of five years, 
|| he contended they would not be discontinued—they 
would be held on for another ierm of five years, 
and might as well be placed permanently on the 
|; pension list. There would not, therefore, be the 
{| ineqnality supposed. Some of those placed on 
the list in 1837 had now receives pensions for five 
years; if such a limitation were to be made, it 
| ought to be from the passage of this act. He had 
| modified his amendment, so as to limit the pensions 
|| to children till they come of age, or were married; 
| but confined the pension for life to the widows. 
|| Mr. CHOATE did not care whether the right to 
|| a pension was called a vested right, a moral right, 
or a sacred right; it was a right based on the good 
faith of the Government. Although the amend- 
ment proposed by the Senator from Maine (Mr. 
WILuiaAMs] was not so harsh in its character as a 
| repeal ot the act of 1837, yet it took away a por- 
|. ton of the right, which he consideied sacred and 
| undoubted. 
|| He thought the claims of the widows and chil- 
|| dren of those who died in the service since 1837, 
|| rested on grounds more indisputable than those of 
persons who had had no sucb pledge of provision 
for their families previous to the passage of that 
|| act. Many may have entered the service, induced 
\| by that promise, who would not otherwise bave 
|| given up other occupations. They may have done 
|| this on the good faith of the act, that, if they died 
|| in the service, their families would be entitled to 
the pension. He entered at considerable length 
|| into the subject, enforcing the claims of all widows 
and children of persons dying in the service. 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut rose to combat the 
doctrine advanced by the Senator trom Massachu- 
set's, (Mr. Cnoare,] that any legislative act, hold- 
ing out inducements to persons to enter the public 
rervice, is irrevocable. He had always, both here 
|| and elsewhere, maintained, and he would still main- 
|| tain, the right of this or any other legislative body 
|, to alter, amend, modify, or repeal its own aets, 
|| whenever it pleased todo so. The act of 1837 was 
a mere legislative act. He denied that it was a 
contract, or that its repeal would be a violation of 
contract. And to test this, he would ask where, 
was there any contract in that act, and with whom? 
Legislatures may, by a special power granted to 
them by the people, make contracts; but, in their 
power of legislation, they are no more authorized 
to make contracts than they are to do any other 
thing outside of the necessary and specific duties of 
legislation. The errer was in confounding the 
power to grant with, the power to contract. The 
same power which enables a legislative body to 
grant, enables it to recall its grant. These gratui- 
lies for service were mere grants; there was nothing 
about them of the nature of a contract. 

He was in favor of carrying out the act of 1837 
in relation to those who were in the service at 
the time; but he denied the assumption, that when 
1 the experience of years had proved that act to be 
| 





improvident and impolitic, it should not be so 
modified as to confine its operations to those who 
| bad actually been affected by it at the time it was 
assed. 

Mr. SIMMONS rose; but 

Mr. ARCHER called for the order of the day. 
The CHAIR cbserved that the 
Rhode Is!and had the floor. 


Mr. SIMMONS proceeded. He said that the 
whole question was, whether the widows and chil- 
dren of those who died in the service should have 
|| a pension, or not; and, further, if they were, 
|| whether the promises held out by an act of Con- 
|| gress should not be carried out in good faith. 
| He thought that, accord:ng to the admissions of 

the Senator from Connecticut, [Mr. Smiru,} the 
| right was a vested right. So far as regards the 
} 
| 


Senator from 


widows and childien cf persons then deceased, it 
72S a gratuity; but, in reference to those after- 
wards entering the service, the promise of the 
Government was unquestionably a vested right. 
Mr. SMITH replied briefly, showing that his 
adinissions could not correctly be applied in favor 
of the d-ctrine of vested rights, having been made 
simply in reference to gratuities for past services. 
He was willing to give all gratuities premised, 
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buat not for continuing the futnre action of an im- 
provident act. 

Mr. PHELPS was desirous of expressing his 
views on this subject; but, wih a view of accom- 
modating the chairman of the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, be would move to postpone the further 
consideration of the bi!l] now betore the Senate, for 
the purpose of procecding to the specia! order of ihe 
day. 

The further consideration of 
postponed. 

SUPPRESSING THE VENDING OF LOTTE: 
RY TICKETS 

The bi!l to suppress the vending of lottery tick- 
ets in the District of Columbia, came up in order 
on its third reading. 

Mr. YOUNG said he hed received a note from 
an agent in this city, informing him that he had 
addressed a communication to the Senate on the 
subject of this bill, and protesting against its pas 
Sage, as it would be a violation of his contract with 
the city of Alexandria for disposing of lottery tick 
ets, &c. He calied for the reading of the commu- 
nication. 

The CHAIR stated that it had been referred to 
the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. BAYARD read tie letter referred to, signed 
by J. W. Maury, agent of Gregory & Co., in rela- 
tion to the interference of the bill with the vested 
rights derived by them from the corporate authori- 
ties of Alexandria, under the law of Congress 
granting a charter to that city, and a lottery to 
raise funds to improve the streets and wharves of 
that place. They had contracted with the corpo- 
raie authorities of Alexandria, under us charter, to 
dispose of the lottery scheme at the rate of $5,000 
annually. That contract, formed on the faith of 
the law of Conzress, will not expire for three years. 
This bill goes to abolish the system after the Ist of 
January, 1843. Mr. B. said the committee main- 
tained that the power granted the city of Alexan- 
dria was a local one, and that it was not permitted 
by the law to exercise the power, or to’ authorize 
it to be exercised, beyond its own limiis 

The agent of Gregory & Co. contends that they 
have the power of vending lottery tickets anywhere 
in the District, and the committee contend that 
they have not. He (Mr. B.) referred to the opin- 
ion of the Supreme Court, as delivered by Chief 
Justice Marshall, on this specific point. He says 
that no words are to be found in the cherter look- 
ing beyond the limits of the corporation. Mr. B. 
read the opinion in full, to susiain his a'gument 
that there could be no vesied right to vend these 
tickets beyond the city of Alexandris. There was 
no Violation of contract, inasmuch as the corpora- 
tion had no such power as that claimed; and, 
knowing they bad not, they made a condition in 
the con!ract with Gregory & Co., that if their as- 
sumed right was interfered. with by Congress, they 
should have power to withdraw the contract. 
Bat, by this bill, whatever there was of vested 
right under a legitimate contract, was fully pro- 
tected. The act is prospective. The vending is to 
ceas¢ on the lst of January. 

Toe bill was then read the third time and passed. 

At Mr. TAPPAN’S request, a joint resolution 
reporied by the Committee oa the Library, fcr dis- 
tnbuting to members of Cor frress a copy each of 
surplus copies of the Catalogue of the Library ot 
Congress, was taken up and read twice. Oa the 
question of its third reading, 

Mr. KING said he thought they ought to be re- 
turned by the members at the end of each session. 
They could be of no use to them athome. He 
preferred leaving them in the library, to be called 
for by members of Congress as they were wanted, 
He was opposed to the resolution. 

Mr. TAPPAN turther explained this matter. 

The question then taken by count; and 
13 yeas, and 12 nays only voting, (wh:ch was no 
quoruw,) a fresp count was called for; wher 22 vo- 
ting in ‘the athrn ative, the resclation was ordered 
to be read a third time. 

The bill from the House, entitied An act to re- 
quire foreign regulations of commeice to be laid 
anrually Leiore Congress, was taken up, read the 
first and second tivee, and 

On motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, was consid- 


the bill was then 
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ered as in comiitice of the whic le, report) d to the 
Senate, and read the third time, aud passed. 
FURLOUGHS IN THE NAVY. 

Mr. ARCHER moved to take up the special 
order of the day; which being agreed to, 

The Senate bi!l No. 185, in relation to furloughs 
in the United States navy, was taken up as in com- 
mittee of the whole, avd some amendments recom- 
mended by the Committee on Naval Affairs were 
read. 

Mr. BAYARD explained the first amendment. 
As the law now stands, no officer can be put on 
furlough without his consent. No matter how in- 
efficient any officer may be, the department could 
not put him on furlough. It is now proposed to 
authorize the Secretary of the Navy to put an offi- 
cer on furlough without his consent, but not fora 
shorter period than three years; but, with bis con- 
sent, to any period. If this |:mi'ation were not 
made, the Secretary might pat an officer on far- 
lough, and keep him in expeciation of being called 
out, though ata reduced raie of pay; but, by fixing 
the peiiod of furlough to three years, the officer 
might have an opportunity of eking cut his pay, by 
applying himself to sometbing else. 

Mr. CALHOUN observed that, if he understood 
the matter, it was a resort to the haif-pay system. 
If that was the object, he would rather see itcpenly 
avowed, than at'empted in this covert way. Would 
it Dot be best to prstpone this bill? 

Mr. ARCHER said the object was to resort to 
the half-pay system. 

Mr. BAYARD explained that there were 68 
captains in the service; and suppose there were 5 
of them superannuated or ine fficient—is the Secre- 
tary to keep them waiting orders at $1,200 a year, 
or to puithem on furlough at $800? That was 
the whole question, It was a question of economy. 

Mr. ARCHER was sure thai, if the Senator from 
South Carolina would censider the matter fully, he 
would see that both the inerests of the service and 
the treasury required this arraugement. He poinied 
cut the inconvenience which the Secretary of the 
Navy suffered, by having no power to lay aside 
on furlough or half-pay inefficient or unfit persons. 

Mr. CALHOUN remarked that he considered 
the question as presented by the bill, and the re- 
marks of the Senator, as one of money. It wasa 
narrow mode of meeting a great quesiion; and, in 
his opinion, whilst this bill would remove cne 
evil, it at the same time would incur a siill greater, 
Moreover, the bill granied the Secretary very great 
powers—ihe power to pronounce upon the com- 
petency or incompetency of officers, and to give 
them pay accordingly. He thought this bill would 
tend still further to relax the system prevailing in 
the navy, and increase the want of sirict discipline. 
Ot late, the court-martials were too much in the 
habit of acquitting men who ought to be dis- 
charged. 

He felt the difficulty of acting upon this question, 
That something shou'd be done in relation to meri- 
torious officers, who may have grown inefficent, he 
admitted; but he was opposed to attaining the cbject 
in this indirect manner. He did not think the 
course proposed in this bill would be popular in 
the country. Though this was a great question, 
and y to be decided, he was induced to 
prefer an honorab'e discharce, instead of the pro- 
posed mode in this bill. Tais subject, which was 
new presented as a questicn of money, was some 
years 2¢0 under consi‘cration in this body. He 
preferred that it shoad be postponed until the 
the mext session, inasmuch as a few months 
would make no material difference in the ac'ion of 
Congress : 

Mr. BAYARD observed that he had mace a re- 


not light! 


port early in the session; and ifthe Senator had 
looked into thatreport, he would have {ound the 


matter fully adverted to. As to its being a tremen- 
dons power, it is one cceval with the existence cf 
the Government. The discretion of the Secretary 
of the Navy was not changed in any respect, but in 
relation to the mere question of psy. He cannot 
be compelled to employ the officer; thercfore he ex- 
ercises the same control over hiin now, as faras 
his services go, as he would under this bill. He 
contrasted the system of the Bri ish naval service, 
in respect to officers on hali-pay, with the United 
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States system of keeping efficers off duty awaiting 


orders, with a view of showing the advantages of 
the half-pay system to the service, and to the treas- 
sury, over the system ef waiting orders on full pay. 
The bill was, in effect, confined to the mere ques- 
tion of economy in pay. 

Mr. CHOATE was of the opinion that the bill 
did some good, saved some money, and did no 
harm. So far, therefore, he was in favor of it. 
If the subjec! requires more mature consideration, 
itcan be done next session. What is now done, 
will not prevent the action of Congress then. The 
saving wil! be $25 000 a year, and that was no in- 
considerable recommendation at this time. 

Mr. ARCHER said the benefit to be conferred 
by this bill was not, as supposed by the Senator, 
inconsiderable. If it be a real benefit to the United 
States that incompetent and inefficient persons 
ought not to receive as much compensation as 
active and efficient officers, this bill would effect 
that object. There would be a great benefit by 
having some mode of putting those inefficient per- 
sons on half-pay. What other way can the Sena- 
tor from South Carolina point out, of getting rid of 
inefficient or improper persons in the United States 
navy? There are many old officers who, knowing 
their own inefficiency, do not wish to remain on 
full pay awaiting orders. 

Mr. BAYARD held in his hand a memorial 
signed by 40 or 50 officers of the navy, expressing 
their hearty concurrence in the propriety of the 
principle of the bill. 

Mr. WOODBURY said be did not doubt but that 
the operation of this bill would be different from 
that supposed by some who had discussed it. Per- 
haps we should pass it, or some law on the sub- 
ject. He thought, however, that there were not 
more than six captains who should be put upon 
furlough. [Mr. Arcnyer. “Fourteen”] As to 
saving $30,000 or $40,000 a year by it, he regarded 
the idea as wholly visionary. The post-captains 
wou!d not wish to be put on half pay, but regarded 
it as a degradation. Though old, they were effi- 
cient, and competent to perform the services 1e- 
quired of them. There might be a few cases, where 
men had suffered by wounds, or had become de- 
ranged, and could not be employed by the Secre- 
tary. In the lower grades, too, there might be en 
terprising and active men who would become tired 
of remaining on shore, and would want a long fur- 
lough, to enable them to go to the East Indies, or 
elsewhere. In such cares, the bill might have a 
beneficial operation. 


Mr. WILLIAMS pointed out some specific cases 
of officers for many years having been passed over, 
and not called into service, and whom it would be 
improper to call into service; yet they were receiv- 
ing full pay. There was, in his opinion, an abso- 
lute necessity, in sech cases, of restoring to the 
Secretary of the Navy the power of placing those 
persons on half-pay. 

Mr. CALHOUN said he had no doubt there were 
cases in which this bill would have a beneficial op- 
eration. He was, however, opposed to the extra- 
ordinary power to be given to the Secretary by this 
bill. He thought there should be positive legisla- 
tion, describing the cases in which the Secretary 
should exercise the power granted to him. True, 
the Secretary, in most instances, might, out ef re- 
gard to his own popularity, not abuse his power. 
Yet the system would produce relaxation in the dis- 
cipline of the navy; and, ten years hence, large 
numbers of officers, in addition to those at the present 
time, would be found quartered upon the shore. 
H- professed as strong a respect for meritorious 
otliccis, and as strong a disposition to provide for 
them, aS any one; but he could not consent toa 
system, the tendency of which he thought would 
be to relax discipline, and provide quarters on shore 
for a number of officers, who would avail them- 
selves of the bill, and leave the service on balf- 
pay. 

The amendments were then adopted. 

Tae bill was then reported to the Senate; and, 
the amendments being concurred in, it was order- 
ed to be engrossed for a third reading. 

NAVAL SCHOOLS. 

Senate bill providing for the establishment of 

schools of instruction in the naval service of the 











United States, was wex: taken up, as in committes 
of the whole, and read. : 

Mr. ARCHER moved to fill the first blank with 
$800 per annum for instructors in the modern jan- 
guages; which was adopted. 

Mr. ARCHER moved to fill the next blank with 
$5,000; which was also adopted. 

The bill was then reported back to the Senate, 
and the amendments concurred in. 

Mr. WILLIAMS was in favor of the system,of 
a schoo! for the naval service; but he was appre- 
hensive that this aitempt to establish five schools 
would fail. When officers of the navy are ap- 
poinied to those schools, they are taken from the 
regular service; and a necessity 1s created for filling 
their plac-s. The pay of officers for one school 
would be $24,000; if three schools are established, 
the pay of cflicers will be $72,000. This would 
be a considerable increase of expen-e. He appre- 
hended, when the experiment was tried in five 
sehools, there would be a tailure. He thought one 
school would be found more successiul. 


Mr. ARCHER said the subject had been under 
consideration from the beginning of the session. It 
was noiorious that it bas been often matter of 
surprise, that, whiic the United States had taken 
such pains to {) nefit the service of the country by 
a military academy, no exertion had been made to 
establish a corresponding naval academy. He 
pointed out that, by the proposition of the bill, 
there would be no additional expense but that of 
$5,000 for ‘urniture, and the pzy of teachers; as 
tnere would be uo additional pay fer officers, ra- 
tions, or locations. He explained the reason for 
selecting vacant forts for the location of these 
schools. He could imagine no plan so free from 
expense, @r so accepiabdle to the country and the 
Government. 

Mr. BAYARD explained at some length the ben- 
efits to be derived from such institutions. 

The bill was then read a third time; and, on the 
question of its passage— 

Mr. ALLEN called for the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. 

Mr. CALHOUN mate a few observations not 
distinctly heard. 

Mr. KING suggested the propriety, by general 
consent, of altering the bill so as to authorize an 
experiment to b> made on one school only. 

Mr. ARCHER explained, that there wouid be 
greater expense and danger of failing in attempt- 
ing one school, than in trying the number proposed 
by the bill. 

Mr. ALLEN said he had no doubt but that na- 
val schools might have benefits attending them; but 
if now established, he feared thcy world, like West 
Point, degenerate. The West Point academy had 
become a nursery for wealthy young men, who ob- 
tained their education at the public expense, and 
then entere!on the practice of Jaw or the pursuit 
of some other profession. If these schools could 
be confined to the sons of poor widows, or of cfii- 
cers who have fallen in the service of their ecnn- 
try, he might approve of them; but he ieared they 
would become mere places where public men 
would get their own relations and friends educated 
at ihe public expense. 

He estimated that 3 out of 4 of the young men 
educated at West Point reured from that place to 
practise law, or to enter some profession. He re. 
garded service on board (fa ship as the best school 
to which the young mencf the navy could go At 
present, they eutered at the age of 13 or 14, and 
had every facility toacquire experience cf all kinds 
In therr long life—travelling every quarter of the 
globe—they were aflurded opportunities to acquire 
information upon all sutjects. Ee did not oppese 
the bill beicre the Senate on account cf any op- 
position to the navy or army service; but because 
the institutions to be creaied would degeneraie, and 
become, like Wes! Point, a place of paironage, 
where the socs of the rich, and those able to edu- 


cale them, would obiain commissions, instead cf 


those of humbler, but equaily worthy pareatace. 
He expressed it as his opinion that the academy at 
Wes: Point should be remodelled, ifnot entirely 
dispense i with 

Mr. CHOATE advocated the measure at some 
length. 
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Mr. ARCHER observed that the objection of 
the Senator from Ohio was to any gchool at all, as 
well as to the five schools proposed. He was sure 
the Senator from South Carolina could not be op- 
posed to any naval school for this Government 
At 14 years of age, a young man can go in'o the 
navy as midsbipmen. How far can he be quali- 
fied to make an able Officer at that age? An effi- 
cient naval officer should be well instructed in 
many things, besides the mere working of a ship. 
Very often the highest questions of diplomacy are 
necessarily referred to the officers of the navy. He 
had aiways thoeght itan opprobrium to this Gov- 
ernment that it had gone to noexpense, and had 
made no adequate effort to provide efficient offi- 
cers trained from their youth for the service. All! 
who, with him,gattached importance to the real 
value of the naval service, would unite with him in 
sustaining this bill. 

Mr. ALLEN said the navy had been the boast 
of ine country, and the wender of the world, with 
out these land-lubber schools. He would ask 
where did the men who achieved the glory of our 
navy, during the last war, acquire their educa- 
tion? He had been struck with the general in- 
telligence of the yeung meninthe navy. It was 
the resultof an honorable ambition—not of the 
discipline of land-lubber schools. What! educate 
a sailor in a cloiste:! Set aman down in the dark 
retreat of a college cell, to learn how to manage a 
ship in a sterm! No,sir. Send him to sea, and 
there let him learn how to control the elements: 
It is because this has been the praciice, that the 
young men in our naval service are, taken asa 
bo'y, better educated than those in the army. 
It is in consequence ¢f the stimulus to exertion 
which they have by being placed in service at an 
early age. I would place the navy upon a martial 
principle; and let ambition, and not the rod of the 
schoolmaster, be the inducement to exestion and to 
the improvement of young naval officers in intel- 
ligence and in practical science at the same time. 
Sir, the ancients understood these things. They 
did not permit their youth to be immured in the 
closet, prosing over books. They sent them to 
the gymnasium, and inured them to bodily exercise. 
It is ihis commingling of science wiih study that 
has made our young men in the navy what they 
are. When it is made apparent that the navy of 
the United States is inferior to that of Great Britain 
or of France, or any other country, in regard to the 
efficiency and intelligence of the cfficers, then it will 
be time enough to inguire into the causes of that in- 
feriority, and to provide a remedy. But while 
on ail hands it is admitted that our flag has never 
been tarnished or dishonored by the inefticiency of 
our naval officers, 1 cannot perceive the necessity 
for an alieration in our system. If you create 
these schools, instead of young men going into the 
navy with high ambition to distinguish themselves 
in the service of their country, they wili content 
themselves with the mean motivgof receiving their 
instruction at the expense of Government, and 
then retire to the proiessions of law or physic, or 
continue dependents upon Government for support 
without exertion. It is the everlasting and in- 
variable nature of such things to deteriorate, and 
no legislation can avoid it. Suppose a Con- 
gre:sional schocl were established in Washington, 
to educate men in politics: who would be the 
successful applicants for admission? 
Senators, of Presidents, and ot Vice Presidents. The 
great mass of the peop'e would receive no benetit 
waaever from such institutions. The benefit 
would be enjoyed by the vigilant few. How has 
it been at West Point? The institution, a jiitle 
time ago, was surcbarged; and the difficulty wa 
how to dimisish the number. It became nece sary 
to get rid ofsome. A young boy of my Staie, who 
was fortunate ¢ nouch to get admitied, Was Cismiss 


? 


ed, because, upon examination by a board of pbysi 
clans, it was found that he had a hoarseness-—- 
o the finest and mest heariy boys I ever 
You should lock well to the establishment of 


ae 
WwW. 
lasiiudens, whose tendency is always to deterio 
rate. I believe that naval schools will do more 
harm to the navy than any ore act which Congress 
could devise. It would have the effect of lowering 
the standard of ambition; creating a funa by which 


cannot be increasei, as the law 
midshipman is to be three years in the service be- 





The sons of 





young men wili te educated, not for a naval life, 
but a life of indolencee; and establishing a scheme 
of patronage, of which you may rest assured a fa- 
vered few will reap the bene fit. 

Mr. KING had none of the fears entertained by 
the Senator from Ohio. He should prefer an ex- 
periment of cne school at first; but, if he could not 
get the bill modified to that extent, he would vote 
for the bill, even asitis. There were professors 
on board ship already tor the instruction of mid- 
shipmen. Would it not be of great importance 
to midshipmen not on duty, to have these schools 
to resort to, for completing their education? 

Mr. BAYARD suggested one thing, which, he 
thought, woald remove ail difficulty. He had 
looked into the bill, and found in it a provision that 
the Secretary of the Navy should have the power 
of sending s:xteen pupils to any oneschool. These, 
really, were the only new pupils; for the midship- 
men would make no difference, as their education 
is already undertaken. He would propose to 
strike ont that provision, by unanimous consent. 

Mr. ARCHER accepted the proposition. 

Mr. BAYARD said the matter really was this: 
that the number of midshipmen row in the service 
stands. Every 


fore he can be examined for admission. The dif- 
ference would be, that these three years might be 
devoted to their education on shore, instead of at 
Sea. 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut objecied to the 
whole system of forming Government hct beds fer 
stimulating one class of individuals to rise at the 
expense ¢f the public, above the natural talents, 
enterprise, and ability of other individuals. It is 
raisirg up a barvier against the latter, and shutting 
them cout from the fruils of honorable ambition, 
which oughito be le’t open to the sors of every 
citizen, aid not confined to a favored few. 

Mr. ALLEN considered the whole system of 
military aud naval schools a system of political 
patronage. 

Mr. SEVIER understood the object ef this bill 
to be to change the plan of schooling midshipmen, 
from on board ship, to these forts. 

Mr. ARCHER said there was no naval school 
at all at present. Toe object of the bill was to pro- 
vide five schools. 

Mr. SEVIER did no. then see any objection to 
the bill. The Secretary of the Navy says that 
there are 100 supernumerary midshipmen now in 
tue service, who have to ¢ie or resign, before any 
new appointments can be made. He had told bim 
(Mr. S) that if the law as it now exists should 
become permanent, it would be 20 or 25 years 
betore he could have achance of making a new 
appoimtment, He thought the law must be either 
changed, or the lads of 16 years of age now, would 
have to be kept at school tll they are old men be- 
fore they will be required in aciual service. 


Mr. BUCHANAN remarked that be should not 
have said a word upon this bill but for the fact 
that the yeas and nays had been called. Inasmuch, 
however, as he had determined to vote against it, 
and did not wish to be considered hostile to the 
navy, or io edacation, he would say a few words 
in explanation of his vote. Ele thought that we 
were a bation of magnificent ideas; but, unfortu- 
nately, we had not the money to carry them out. 
This bill contained about as splendid a scheme as 
wasever before Congress. If it was confined to 
the establishment cf one school only, he would not 
oppose it. Bat what did it propose? To trans- 
fer five of our fortifications from the superinten- 
dence of the War Department to that of the Navy 
Deparimen!, which hereafter was to have excla- 
sive control over them. ‘Thus five of our military 
fortifications, erected at great expense, for the pro- 
tection of cur people, were lo be pat in the possession 
o! the Navy Depariment. And why? Five schools 
were to be established: to teach whom? At present 
there were 490 midsh'pmen, each of whom was re- 
quired to serve three years on ship before he could 
be examined. Therefore, the number who could 
be in these schools at once amounted to 108. At 
this time of the day, when we were reducing all our 
expenditures, and it had beea determined that no 
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more midshipmen should be appointed, he could 
not vote for such a measure as this. 

3ut it had been said that this measure would 
cosi but little. [Mr. Arcnuer. I said it would be 
asaving.] Yes, that would save money to the 
Governmen'! This was the way in which all 
these schemes were insinuated into favor. Let us 
see what it will cost. The Secretary of the Navy 
is to have an appropriation of $2,000, to fit out the 
five fortifications fur the purposes of naval schools. 
Now, does any one suppose that $400 each would 
be sufficient to piace these fortifications in a proper 
condition for schools? Four hundred doliars to 
couvert inio schools fortifications erected at the ex- 
pense of millions! 

But the Secretary is also authorized to appoint as 
many teachers of foreign languages as he may 
think fit, at $800 per annum, and two rations per 
day. How many cfficers are you creating by this 
authority? You know not There is no limit pat 
upon the Secretary. His power is unlimited, and 
Janguage isgeneral. Again: $1,000 is to be appro- 
priated to the purchase ot a model sieam-engine for 
each of the five schools. Here is $5 000 for the 
use of model engines—to teach what? To teach the 
boys,who should know theiruseand application. To 
be used where? At the fortifications, instead of on 
the ships where they are applied, and their power 
brought into play. In addition to these items, the 
bill proposes to appropriate $5,000 for the purchase 
of necessary furniture and for contingent expenses 

He admitted that the navy had covered itself 
with glory, and that its officers were intelligent 
men. He was willing to give them proper instruc- 
tion; and had the Secretary proposed to establish 
one, instead of five schools, he would not have 
determined to voile against the bill, At  pres- 
ent, however, when Congress was reducing 
all the expenses of the Government, and when 
the midshipmen would be reduced, he could 
not consent to any such propcsition as the one 
before the Senate. This scheme was but the 
foundation for a larger establishment. West 
Point Academy was sta:ted upon a much less ap- 
propriation. Get these fortifications into the power 
of the Secretary of the Navy, and, ere long, there 
will be a magnificent establizhment, and the Secre- 
tary soon clothed with the power to send whom he 
pleases to these schools, to be educated by the 
Government. 


The Senator from Ohio [Mr. ALLEN] had related 
an anecdote about his hoy at West Point. He 
(Mr. B ) coald aiso tell one of as fine a looking 
fellow as he ever saw, who came to iis room a few 
days since, and made complaint that he had been 
turned away from West Point. The young man 
had passed his examination; but ihe surgeon pro- 
nounced him near-sighted. The young man de- 
clared that he cond see as good as any one, and 
could at any time kill a squirre! ona tree at sixty 
yards. He (Mr. B) sent him to the Represenia- 
tive of his district to act upon the case. This was 
not the first case of the kind which had occurred. 
He himself knew six or seven who hed been turn- 
ed away from West Point for defects in their con- 
stitution, who protested they had never been sick 
in their lives. (Laughter.] 

He concluded by repeating his declaration that 
he could not vote for the bill in its present form 

Mr. SIMMONS suggested that, as there was 
some objection to the number of schools, two 
might be stricken ou'—-!eaving 'hree to be tried for 
experiment 

Mr. ARCHER accepted the proposition. 

The CHAIR asked the Senator from Connecii- 
cut if he withdrew his objection? 

Mr. SMITH consented to suspend his objection, 
for the purpose of admitting the amendments. 

Mr. CALHOUN thought if one central schoo! 
was established, in which all the forces intended to 
be scattered on several institutions were concentra- 
ted, it would be vastly beiter than making this 
scheme of several schools, 

Mr. ARCHER moved a reconsideration of the 
vote ordering the bill to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

The motion was agreed to; and the vote was 
reconsidered. 





Mr. KING suggested the propriety of postponing |} 
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the bill till te-morrow, for tbe purpose of having 
the amendments adjusted. 

Mr. ARCHER moved an adjournment, in com- 
pliance with the suggestion; and, 

Several engrossed biils from the House being 
first signed by the Chair, 

The Senate adjourned.e 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, Ausust 8, 1842. 

Mr. S. MASON inquired whether this was not 
resolution day. 

The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. S. MASON said the State of Ohio was ihe 
first in order, then; and he submitted the following 
resolution, On Which he moved the previous ques- 
tion: 

Resolved by the House of Representatives, (the Senate 
concurring,) ‘Vha. the President of the Seuate and the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives be directed to close the pres 
ent session of Congress, by an adjournmentof their respective 
Hiousea, cn Monday, the 22d day of August instant, at 2 o’clock, 
p. m. of thatday. 

The previous question was sustained, and the 
resolution was adopted without a division. 

Mr. CALVARY MORRIS offered the following 
resolution, on which he moved the previous ques- 
tion: 


Resolved, That the Clerk of the House be directed to fur- 
nish to such members of the present House of Representatives 
as have notalready received them, such books as were fur- 
nished to the members of the last House: Provided, That this 
resolution shail not be construed to authorize the reprinung 
of any of said books. 

The previous question was sustained by the 
House. 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia called for the yeas and 
nays on the adoption of the resolution; and after 
much confusion, and some irregular conversation, 
they were ordered, and resulted as follows: yeas 90, 
nays 74. 

Mr. BIRDSEYE offered the following resolu- 
tion, aud it was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be directed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a post-route from Manlius Depot, on the Syracuse and 
Utica railroad, to the village of Mathews’s Mills, in the county 
of Onondaga, and Stateof New York. 


CONTESTED ELECTION BILL. 


On the motion of Mr. HALSTED, the House 
resolved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
siate of the Union, (Mr. Fessenpen in the chair,) 
and proceeded with the consideration of the “bill 
regulating the taking of testimony in cases of con- 
tested elections, and for other purposes.” 

A motion which was pending when this bill was 
last in committee, to strike oat the first section, 
was now put, and negatived 

Mr. HOUSTON moved to strike out the second 
section, and insert the following; which was agreed 
to: 

And be it further enacted, That if such officer or board 
shall negiect to perform the duty required of them by the pre- 
ceding'section, it shaljbe the duty of such Clerk to receive in 
lieu thereof, such determination, commission, or procla:nation, 
or aduly authenticated copy of the same, from the member 
elect, to prepare his list accordingly. But no other evi- 
dence of a return shall be received by said Clerk, or authorize 
a member to take part in the organization of the House. 

The sections from the 31 to the 12:h, beth inclu- 
sive, were passed without observation. 


Mr. HABERSHAM moved to amend the 13th 
section, Which gave powers to the judges and jus- 
tices of courts of record, who are authorized to 
take affidavits in election caves, in the following 
words: 

“See. 13. And be it further enacted, That, when any such 
officer shall be apphed to, by either party to the contest, 1 
shall be his duty to appoint, in writing, a time and place tor 

king such depositions; and he is hereby authorized and re- 
quired, at the request of either party, to issue subpasnas, under 
his hand, to compel the attendance of witnesses before him; 
and, in case of a wilful refusal of any witness duly sut peenaed, 
whose fees have been paid or tendered, to attend as required by 
such subpena, or to be qualified. or to testify, [he is further 
authorized to impose such fine and inflict such penalty on such 
witness, for his disobedience, as such officer may deem right: 
Provided, That such fine shall not exceed one hundred dollars, 
and such penalty six months’ imprisonment: And provided, 
also, That no witness shall be compelled to attend out of the 
county where he may reside or be served with the subpeena.’’] 


He proposed io strike ont the words after the 
word “testify,” (which we have placed within 
brackeis,) and in ert the following: 

Such refusal to qualify or te testify shali be taken and deemed 
tobe prima facie evidence of the facts to prove which he was 


subpanaed to tesuly to: Provided, That the party in whose 





; 








behalf he was subpeenaed (o testify shall, previously to the 
issuing of such subpesna, make and file with the magistrate is- 
suing such subpeena, a statement, under oath, of the facts which 
he expects to prove by the said witness. 


Mr. HALSTED opposed the amendment, be- 
lieving that it weuld not be productive of any good. 
The gentleman from Georgia was mistaken, he ap- 
prehended, as to the power committed to justices of 
the peace. In every State of the Union, justices 
of the peace who had the power to try civil cases, 
(and he believed they possessed that right in most 
of the States,) had, in connexion with it, the power 
to issue subpoenas for witnesses, to commit them 
for disobedience of that process, and for contempts, 
aud to five them for refusing to testify. The only 
question was, as to what extent the power to en- 
force testimony should be given to jastices of the 
peace, or other officers. Gentlemen differed as to 
the extent to which this power should be granted; 
some believing that a fine of $50, and imprison- 
ment for 30 days, was not going too far; while 
others thought that $20 fine, and 10 days’ imprison- 
ment, would be sufficient. The object was to com- 
pel the attendance of witnesses; and provided this 
could be done, he had no preference fora high 
penaity over a moderate one. On this subject gen- 
tlemen could judge for themselves. Some thought 
that the power givenin this section might be abused; 
but he had no apprehensions on this score. The 
very fact that, in times of great political excite- 
ment, party feeling would induce witnesses to ab- 
sent themselves, to withhold their testimony, and 
even to refuse to testify altogether, was a powerful 
reason why sufficient coercive autheri'y should be 
given to the magistrates. 


Mr. BOTTS now offered to amenc that part of 
the bill proposed to be stricken out, by Striking out 
tae thirty days’ imprisonment, 

Mr. FILLMORE observed that he should regret 
very much the passing of a bill cf this importance, 
which would be entirely nugatory in one of its most 
essential provisions. It must be recollected that, 
in times of strong political excitement, great in- 
ducements would be held out to witnesses to with- 
hold their testimony; and, without sufficient means 
to compel their testimony, the bill would be entirely 
nugatory, and they would have no means of judg- 
ing in cases of contested elections. No fine would 
be imposed, unless there was a refusal to testify. 
For his part, he feared that the penalty would be 
too light; and he ventured to assert that there would 
be cases of contested elections where a fine of $50 
would be no object with the recusant witnesses. It 
was idle to talk about taking tesiimony, unless suf- 
ficient power was given to the officers to compel 
the attendance of witnesses, in the cases which 
this s-ciion was intended to provide for, the wit 
nesses would be the very persons who would give 
the fraudulent votes, and who would have power- 
ful personal! as well as political motives for refusing 
to testify. Without retaining this section, he 
thought they had better abandon the bill alto- 
gether. 

Mr. HABERSHAM here modified bis amend- 
men!; and, at the suggestion of Mr. KOTTS, agreed 
tolay it aside fur the present, with the view of 
drawing up another, that would be more acceptable 
to all parties. 

Mr. GWIN moved the following, as an additional 
section to the bill: 


Be it further enacted, That the election of Representatives 
to serve in the 23th Congress of the United States may be by 
districts or by general ticket, as heretofore practised in the 
several States respectively; anything in this act, or in the act 
entided An act for the apportionment of Representatives 
among the several States, according to the sixth census,’’ 
; assed atthe present session of Congress, to the contrary not- 
wi&standing. 

The CHAIR derided it was not in order. 

Mir. FILLMORE moved to strike out the fol- 
lowing words in the 20:h section: 

“When an electionis by a general ticket in any State, the 
whole State shall be deemed a congressional district, within the 
meaning of this act and.’”’ 

Mr. F. observed that this wa* necessary to make 
the bill conform to the apportionment bill, as it 
passed this House. 

Mr. GWIN was oppesed to striking out the 
words indicated by the gen'leraan from New York. 
He said he was induced to pr pose this additional 
section to the bill, which had just been declared 
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out of order, to avoid the difficulties that must re- 
sult from the 21 section of the apportionment 
Jaw, requiring the States to elect members of Con- 
gress by districts. This portion of the law had 
been passed unexpectedly to the country, and 
found many States unable to comply with its re- 
quisitions, if they were even disposed to do so, 
ubless at a heavy expense of ealling extra ses- 
sions of the Legislatures. Such was the case 
with the State of Mississippi. Members of Con- 
gress are elected in that Siate by general ticket. 
The last Legislature clothed the Governor with 
power to issue his proclamation for the e'ection 
of the number of members the State would be en- 
titled to under the new apportionment—the elec- 
tion to take place at the same time of the State 
elections, in November, 1843. The Legislature 
will not meet again until after that election, un- 
less convened by the proclamation of the Gov- 
ernor. The State treasury was now in a most 
exhausted condition, and the expense of an extra 
session of the Legislature would be severely felt 
by the people, already overburdened with taxa- 
tion. The Governor of Mississippi is an econo- 
mist in practice as well as profession—utterly op- 
pesed to imposing unnecessary burdens upon the 
people. He was elected to carry out these prin- 
ciples, and he would do it. He (Mr. G.) depre- 
cated, as much as any member of the House, a 
collision between the State and Federal authori- 
ties; and it was to avoid this collision that he was 
anxious to except the elections to the 28th Con- 
gress from the 21 section of the apportionment 
law. 

Many Siates had refused to bow to the behests 
of that law. Many more would; and, among them, 
he believed the State he bad the honor in part to 
represent would be one. In the first place, be had 
no idea the Governor would coavene the Legisla- 
ture. If in this he was mistaken, he was confi- 
dent, if convened, that body would not obey the man- 
date which we have sent to the Slates, to elect 
members of Congress only by districts. He be- 
lieved a large majority of the people of his State 
were opposed to this mandate, and would resist it. 
It was to prevent such an issue that he wished the 
elections to the next Congress excepted from the 
operation of thismandate. Let the people’s Rep- 
resentatives to the 28:h Congress take their seats 
as they may be sent here by the State laws, and 
let them pass upon this mandamus, and he believed 
they would expunge it from the statute-book as ut- 
terly at war with the spiritand letter of the Con- 
stitution; for if Congress assumes the power of 
directing the congressional elections, which has re- 
mained dormant for fifty years, it must assume 
it wholly, and not in part; for we cannot arrogantly 
say to the States, “You must lay off congression- 
al districts.» But he would not go into this subject 
at this time. It was one of the many acts of this 
Congress, for which the majority will be tried at 
the bar of public opinion; and to the enlightened 
judgment of the pecple he was willing to submit 
the question, and abide by the result. Until that 
opinion is expressed, Jet us postpone the operation 
of this second section. It wasa novel act of legis. 
lation, unlooked for by the people, and unsustain- 
ed by their voice. Ifit is persevered in, it must end 
in unpleasant collisions in the various departments 
of our complicated form of government, in which 
Congress will be defeated, if not disgraced; and we 
had better beat an honorable retreat before the 
battle commences. 

After some remarks from Mr. EVERETT, in 
too low a tone to be reported— 

Mr. ROOSEVELD observed that the section, as 
it now stood, was in perfect coincidence with a 
celebrated document which the President had de- 
posited in the Department of State, on giving his 
sanction to the apportionment bill. This section 
admitted that, though Congress had provided for 
the district system, yet that it would be proper for 
the Legislatures of the several Siates to consider 
the act as advisory, and not mandatory; and ali 
those States that elected under the general-ticket 
system to adopt the district system, or to continue to 
hold their elections under their present laws, as might 
be must convenient to them. Mr. R. wished the 
proviso to retain in the bill, because it would ope- 
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rate asan acknowledgment! that the act was adviso- 


ry, and by this means avoid collision between this 
House and the States. Situated as his Siate now 
was, the elections about to take place in it might 
be considered utterly null and void by a different 
consiruction; for, in consequence of a differenca cf 
Opinion between the Governor and one of ths 
branches of the Legislature, he might put his veto 
on the districting law, and thus tae State would be 
without a representation in the 28th Congress. 
The same difficulty existed, he believed, in Penn- 
sylvania; for he had just learned that the Governor 
had vaced the act passed by the Legislature for dis- 
tricting that State, and that it also was in danger 
of being unrepresented in the next Congress. 

Mr. FESSENDEN addressed the committee in 
favor of the amendment, (Mr. Briaas having taken 
the chair for him.) 

The question was then taken, and the amerd- 
ment was adopted—ayes 84, noes 52. 

The remaining sections, to the 26h inclusive, 
were passed without amendment. Tie 27th sec- 
tion was in the following terms: 

“Se. 27. And heit further enacted, That whenever a con- 
test shall take place under this act, the sitting and contesting 
member shall be paid as follows: Ist. If the seatis awarded 
by the decision of the House to the contesting member, he shall 
be paid his mileage and per diem allowance from the com. 
meucement of the session, In the same manner as though he 
had been duly returned, and taker his seat; and the sitting mem- 
ber shall be paid his mileage «nd his per diem up to the timethe 
contest shall be decided; and each shail also be paid the amount 
which he has paid to the officer authorized to take the testimony, 
for taking the same, and a copy thereof, aud for witnesses’ fees, 
in pursuance of this act. 2d. In case the sitting member 
shall be removed from his seat on such contest, then he only 
shall be paid his mileage and per diem allowance as above 4di- 
rected; and both shall be paid the costs and fees aforesaid. 3d 
In case the contestor shall fail either to obtain the seat for him. 
self, or remove the sitting member, then the sitting member 
alone shall be paid his fees and costs aforesaid; and no other or 
further allowance shall be made to either party, directly or in- 
directly, except as atove provided.” 

Mr. BOTTS moved to strike out the words 


4 


“And each shall also be paid the amount which he has paid 
to the officer authorized to take the testimony, for taking the 
same, and a copy thereof, and for witnesses’ fees, in pursuance 
of this act.” 


Mr. LINN defeaded the section as it stood. 

Mr. BOYTS replied. 

Mr. FILLMORE said that the section, in its 
present form, was really democratic. He thonght 
proper fees and expenses should, on all occasions, 
be paid; otherwise, the poor man would be unable 
to contest a seat, however righteous hisclaim might 
be; and improper advantages would be given to 
the wealthy. He spoke at some length on this sec- 
tion. 


Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL rose when the gentle- 
man from New York resumed his seat, and said he 
had been informed that, during his speech, the gen- 
tleman from New Yerk had sid thata person who 
some time since contested a seat, had been paid 
$1000 for witnesses and expenses, to which he 
was notentitied. Now he (Mr. Incersout) wished 
to know whether the gentleman from New York 
had alladed to him? . 


Mr. FILLMORE frankly disclaimed having 
made any a'lusion to the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania. 

The discussion wescontinued by Messrs BOTTS, 
FILLMORE, J. CAMPBELL, and TILLING. 
HAST; and the amendment was then negatived. 

An explanatory amendment was made in the 
section, on the motion of Mr, FILLMORE; and 
the sections having all been gone throngh— 

Mr. HABERSHAM again moved an amend- 
ment of the 13h section. 

[This section gave power to punish witnesses 
for disubedience, by the imposition of sucha pen- 
alty by the officers therein mentioned “as such 
officer may deem right: Provided, That the same 
shall not exceed $50 fine, or thirty days’ imprison- 
ment, or both.” The gentleman from Georga 
{Mr. HaBersnaM] moved to sirike out the words 
marked with quovation marks above, and insert the 
following:—‘‘as he is authorized to impose by the 
laws of the State in which he resides, in like cases, 
to be enforced and recovered in like manner as is 
provided by law.’} 

This was debated by Messrs. HABERSHAM, 
FILLMORE, ROOSEVELT, EVERETT, RAN 
DOLPH, BOTTS, and HOUSTON, and it was 
then negatived. 





Mr. J. CAMPBELL desired to amend the 221 
section, by which false swearing was deemed per- 
jury, and to be punished accordingly; by striking 
out the following, which are the concluding words 
of the section:— 


“And, in either case, such convict shall be punished by im- 

prisonment at hard labor for a term not less than three, nor 
more than ten years,” 
_ He said the section provided a penitentiary pun- 
isament; and as in some States there were no pen- 
itentiaries, he moved to strike out these words, and 
insert the following: — 


And, in either case, such convict shall incur the penalties 
and disabilities provided for similar offenees by the laws of the 
State or Territory where such offence shall be committed. 


Mr. FILLMORE hoped there would be vni- 
formity in our jaws; but, if this amendment were 
adopted, there would be cue punishment in one 
State, and another punishment in another; and 
where there was no punishment prescribed by the 
State laws, there would be no penalty. 

The amendment was negatived. Some other 


unimportant amendments were submitted and neg- 
atived, 


Mr. UNDERWOOD offered to smend the sec- 
ond section, by adding thereto the following pro- 
viso: 


Provided, however, That before said list shall be called over 
by the Clerk, he shall, from the members returned, appoint a 
chairman, who shall take the Speaker’s chair, and preside over 
the body untila Speaker shall be elected. Upon the Chair- 
man’s taking the chair, the Clerk shall proceed to call the roll; 
and those who answer to their names, and against whom no ob- 
jection is made, shal be regarded as members for the organiza- 
tion of the House — If, on calling the roll, any one be objected 
to, his name shall Ye omitted until the roll is ealled through. 
If, when the roll is called through, there be a quorum against 
whom no objection fas been made, then the Clerk skall recur 
to the names objected to, and, in the order in which they were 
called, those ot the quorum against whom no objection has 
been made, shall decide whether the person objected to shall 
actasa member in the organization of the House. 


Mr. C. BROWN moved to strike out that part of 
ihe amendment relating to the appointment of a 
chairman: rejected. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Unper- 
woopd’s amendiment; and it was rejecied. 

Mr. HALSTED moved to amend the first sec- 
tion, by inserting after the word ‘‘Representatives,” 
in the 10h line, the words ‘which determination, 
commission, or prociamation, shall (if the State is 
entitled to more than one Represen‘ative) desig- 
nate the particular district for which said Repre- 
sentative is elec'ed:” rejected. 

Mr. HALSTED offered the following amend- 
ment, to come in at the end of the first section: 

Provided he [the Clerk] shal] place the name of no person on 
said list who does not appear to have been elected a Repre- 
sentativefrom some single district, in pursuance of the act en- 
tiled “An act forthe apportionment of Representatives among 
the several States, according to the sixth census,” approved 
June 25, 1842. 

This amendment was agreed to. 

Oo motion by Mr. BOARDMAN, the commit- 
tee rose, and reported the bill to the House as 
amended. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina moved to 
recommit it to the Committee of the Whole, wiih 
insiructions to restore the second section; to report 
the amendment which was offered by the gentle- 
man from Kentucky, [Mr. Unperwoop,] and re- 
jected, in relation to the organization of the House; 
and to report the amendment that was offered by 
himself to the twenty-second section. He had 
seme doubts at first whether Congresy bad the 
right to adjust preliminary measures for the or- 
ganization of the House, or to adopt rules for ta- 
king testimony on the part of another House of 
Representatives. 

If ithe opinion advanced by some was correct— 
that the language of the Constitution; making each 
House the judge of the elections, returns, and 
qualifications of its members, applied to each 
branch of Congress, and the House of Represent- 
atives was the name of a corporation continually 
existing—'here would be no doubt on the subject. 
His own opinion was to the contrary. He thought 
the language of the Constitution applied to each 
House. Every gentleman who was acquainted 


with the inconveniences and delays to which the 
Honse was subjected in contested-election cases, 
and the injury inflicted on the people of a district 
—eilr from having no Representative; or from 
baving one to whom they are opposed—must admit 
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that, if Congress had this power, it 
cised so as to remedy the evil, provided it could be 
done without incurring a greater. After consider- 
able reflection, he had come to the conclusion that 
Congress had the power to prescribe rules for the 
organizatien of the House, as well as for taking 
testimony. It was true thal the election returns 
would be decided by the testimony inkon; but the 
prescribing rules for taking the testimony would 
not interfere with the independence of the House. 
He would, in conclusion, make one remark or two 
in relatien to the instraciions he proposed. First, 
in relation to the second section, It was very true, 
as a general rule, that the Clerk of the House was 
a less responsible person than was desirable for 
making out the rol!. The second section provided 
that, in case he (the Clerk) shoul! not be able to 
obtain authentic evidence of the elections, so as to 
make oni a perfect list, he should male it out as 
perfectly as possible from the best information he 
could obtain. But it must be observed that the list 
would not be conclusive on the House, any more 
than would the certificate of election, whether giv- 
en by a Governor of a State or by a sheriff. The 
certificate might be a forgery, or might be procured 
by fraud. I all suci cases, the Tiouse would 
judge, under its constitutional poxers. Therefore, 
there would be no danger in allowing the Clerk 
make out the list from such testimony as he might 
be able to procure. The list, if not controverted, 
would afford prima facie evidence on which the 
House could be organized; but, if not authentic, it 
would be passed over. 

Mr. HALSTED here moved the previous ques- 
tion—the effect of which motion, if successful, was 
to bring the House to a direct vote on concurring 
jn the amendment made in Committee of the 


Whole. 
Mr. ATHERTON appealed te the e gentleman to 
withdraw the call for the previous qi Lestio n, ob- 


serving that the most in} arene amendments had 
been offered and adopted ae the aa limited for 
discussion had expired in comnitiee. He hoped, 
that now the bill was in the House, the gentleman 
would not cut off all debate on imporiant 
amendments, about which net a word of explana- 
tion was allowed to be given. 
Mr. HALS ED declining to 


for the previous quesiicn, it was 


th ese 


withdraw the call 
econded by 


House, and the main question ordered. After 
which, 
The main question was first taken on coneur 


4 


ring in the first amendment, an 1 carried—yeas 99, 
nays 79. 

The guestion being taken on the amendment 
providing that the Clerk shall place on his list the 
name of nv person unless elec ted from ee gle dis- 
trict, in pur suance of the provisions of thea 


aAppor- 
tionment bill, was taken, and cone oad in—yeas 
99. nays 79. 


The remain ing amen uts were concurred in 
without a civisi: D5 3 and 

The bill was then ordered to be engrcessed, with- 
out a division. 

Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky, having moved 
the previous question cn the pas age of the bill, 


there was a second; and the main question was or- 
dered, and resulting in—yees 99, nays €2. 

So the bill was 

REORGANIZATION OF JT ARMY. 

Mr. STANLY, trom the Coinmittee of Con‘er- 
ence appointed to meet a committee appointed on 
the part of ay Senate, cn the matters in difference 
respecting the bill for the organization of the army, 
reported ihe terms of 


teken, 


passed 


agreement; which have ai- 


ready appeared in the Senate report of this 
journal. 
The Clerk having read the report— 


Mr. STANLY made a brief expianation of the 
agreement of ihe commiltlecs, 

After a conversation, in which Me.srs. R. W. 
THOMPSON ven HOUN, BARTON, J. CAMP- 
BELL, and cihers, took pari— 

Mr CALHOUN moved that the report be print- 
ed, and jaid on the tab'e; which was agreed to, and 
the whole subject went over until to-morrow. 

Mr. F:LLMORE, from the Commitee of Con- 
ference on the bill making sppropriations for the 
army, also madea report, which was ordered to be 


should be éxer- | 
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printed; and it went over, to be taken up with the 
report cn the bill for the organization of ihe army. 
TERRITORIAL BiLLS. 

Mr. POPE moved that the House take up and 
dispose of some Territorial bills which were on the 
lable, which was agreed to. 

The following bill was‘ordered to be 
and it was read a third time and passed: 

A bill to establish an additional land office in 
Florida. 

A bill providiug for the payment of the lowa 
nuitia called into service in 1839, was next galren 
up, and was briefly debated by Mr. CAVE JOHN- 
SON, Mr. POPE, and otbers; and on the question 
being taken on its passage, (the previous question 
having been moved by Mr. J. C. Ctarg, and sus- 
tained by the House,) it was discovered that there 
was no quorum present. 

A call of the House was moved, and tke Clerk 
began to call the roll; and when he had cailed sev- 
eral names, 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON rose and said if it was 
the wish of the Honse to pass this bill, he would 
withdraw his objee'ion. 

The SPEAKER said the gentleman might do 
so, and the call might be suspended with the con- 
sent of the House. The question was again taken 
on the passage of the bill, and 50 voted in the 
affirmative, and 45 in the negative; being less than 
a guorum. 

Mr. BOWNE moved that the call of the House 

proceeded with; and the Clerk called the roll, 
and 124 were found to be present. 

Ail further proceedings, wader the call, 
then suspended. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD called for the yeas and 
nays on the passage of the bill, that it might be 
seen who was in favor of paying the Territories for 
fighiing each other. The yeas and nays were or- 
cered, and resulted as fullows—yeas 5], nays 83. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT moved to recensider the vote 
on the passage of the resolution fixing the 221 as 
the day of the adjournment; and said ke wished the 
motion to be entered. 

Mr. STANLY called for the question, to be 
taken immediately; when 

Mr. ROOSEVELT withdrew his motion; ob- 
serving that he would renew it to-morrow. 

The bill providing payment for the Florida 
militia called into service in 1839 and 1840, was 
laken up; and, after some remarks from Messrs 
LEVY, CAVE JOHNSON, POPE, and Mc KAY, 
was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, 
and then read the third time, end passed. 

Mr. A. @ DODGE ealled up the bill 
lish the boundary line between the Siate 
souri and the Territory of Lowa. 

Mr. J. C. EDWARDS objected to taking up the 
bill at this ume, and made some remarks that were 
inaudible to the reporter. 

Mr. A.C. DODGE protested against any longer 
postponement of the measure, after the length of 
tume it had been betore the House, and the full 
discussion it ha 1 undergone In conclusion, Mr. 
D. moved to suspend the rules, for the purpose cf 
considering the bill; which motion was carried. 

Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky cailed for the 
previous qvestion on tke engrossment of the bill; 
and, there being a second, the main question was 
ordered and taken, and carried in the affirma‘ive. 
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The question then being on the pass 
bill, 

Mr. J. C. EDWARDS moved to referittoa 
select committee; and, alter some remarks from 
Messrs. EDWARDS, DODGE, and G. DAVIS, 

Mr. ANDREWS oi Kentucky :..oved the pre- 
vious question; but, at the request of Mr. Epwarps, 
withdrew it 

The question then recurred on the passage of the 
bill. 

Mr. SPRIGG 


—— ap adjournment; which 


Was hegatived—ibe vote being 43 in the affirma- 
tive, and 71 in the negative. 
The bill was then passed. 


a motion for 
by which the bill 


Mr. EDWARDS gave noice of 
the reconsideration of the vote 
was ee ed, 

Mr. S. J. ANDREWS, directed by a conveation 

f his constituents , introduced a resclution to re- 
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sciad the resolution of ceusure, some time since 


passed Mr. Gippinas, by this 
House. 

Mr. L.W. ANDREWS objecied to the reception 
of the resolution. 

The SPEAKER said it was resolution day, and, 
therefore, it was in order. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to lay the resolu- 
tion On the table, 

Mr. GWIN moved an adjournment; which was 
carried—ayes 64, noes 56. 

The House adjourned at 10 minutes past 4 
o’clock. 


upon his colleague, 





IN SENATE. 
Turspay, August 9, 1842. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
aie a communication from the President of the 
United S'ates; which was read as follows: 

To the Senate of the United States: 

In the communication to the Senate on the 13th 
June, in answer to its resolution of the2d of March 
last, there appear to have been, among other pa- 
pers, suadry letters addressed tothe Department of 
by certain claimants, or their agents, con- 
reflections upon (he character of the umpire 
appoinied by his Prussian Majesty, pursuant to the 
convention between the United Siates and the 
Mexican Republic of the llihof April, 1839. As 
the cali was for all communications which had 
been addressed to the Department of State by any 
of the claimants under that convention, relative to 
the proceedings and progress of the mixed commis- 

sion, the copies were prepared and submitted, with- 
out attracting the attention either of the head ‘of the 
department or myself. If those letters had been 
noticed, their transmission to the SMate (if trans- 
mitted at al!) would have been accompanied by a 
disclaimer, on the part of the Executive, of any in- 
tention to approve such charges. The Executive 
has no complaint to make against the conduct or 
decision of the highly respectable person appoint- 
ed by his sovereign umpire between the American 
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aud Mexican commi:sion. 
JOHN 

Wasnineton, August 8, 1842 

Oa motion of Mr. RIVES, ordered to lie on the 
table, and be prinied. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
ate a communication from the Postmaster General, 
covering a report from the Auditor cf the Treas- 
ury for the Post Office Department, made in com- 
pliance with the 221 section of the act of Congress 
of Jaly 2, 1836, showing the amount of each item 
of expenditure for twine, locks, aad other items, 
constiiuting the contingent expenses of that depart- 
ment, and to whom paid. 

On moiion of Mr. MERRICK, ordered to lie on 
the table. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON, from the Committee on 
Commerce, to which had been referred House bill 
ent.tied Au act to change the naine of a port of en- 
try on Lake Evie, known by the name of Poriland, 
to Sandusky, and to define the western boundary 
of the Sandusky ~_ reported the same back 
wih an amendment 

On motion of Mir. ‘HUNTING TON, the bill was 
taken up as in committee of the "whole; Mr. 
Huntincton explained that the amendmeat of the 
commiliee proposed to leave the western bound- 
ary undefined. 

The amendment was adopted. The bill was 
then reported to the Senate; and the amendment of 
the committee being concurred in, the bill was 
read the third time and passed. 

Mr. MERRICK, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, msved that that com- 
mittee be discharged from the farther consideration 
of the petition of Daniel Murray, surviving part. 
ner of Murray and Speccer, praying extra compen- 
sation for carrying the mail. The motion was 
agreed to. 

Mr. PHELPS, from the Commiitee on Pensions, 
made adverse reports on the House bills for the 
relief of Phillis Tattop, and jor the relief of the 
heirs and legal representatives of Josias Thomp- 
son; which were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PHELPS, from the Cummiitee on Claims, 
reported back to the Senate, with an amendment, 
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and recommending its patsage, House bill en- 
titled An act for the relief of Ashae! Lee, Harvey 
Lee, and Lemuel Lee. 

Mr. BATES, from the Committee on Pensions, 
made adverse reporis on the House bill for the re- 
lief of Elisha Davis, and on the documents rela- 
ting to the claim of Pamela Gilbert; which were 
ordered ‘o be printed. 

Mr. BATES, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, made an adverse report on the 
petition of Uriah Jones, a soldier of the Revolu- 


tion, for a pension; which was ordered to be 
printed. 


NAVY PENSION FUND 

The bill to provide for deficiencies in the 
navy pension fund was taken up, as in committee 
of the whole; the question pending from yesterday 
being on the amendment of the Senator from Maine 
(Mr. Wittiams] to the amendment proposed by 
the Senator from Indiana, [Mr. Wuite ] 

Mr. Wuite’s amendment was, to add the follow- 
ing proviso to the 2d section of the bill: 

Provided, Thatif any of the naval or marine corps officers, 
or any seaman or marine, who shal! have died after the 3d of 
March, 1837, and his widow or children shall have been placed 
upon the pension roll prior to the 16th August, 1841, and were 
entitled to receive pensions, they shall continue to receive the 
same, as well after as before the present session of Congress; 
any former act to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Mr. Wittiams’s amendment was, to strike 
out the words ‘tas well after as before the pre-ent 
session of Cengress,” and to insert the words, ‘‘un- 
til they have the benefit of the pension fund for 
five years,”’ as intended by the act proposed to 
be revived. 

Mr. PHELPS, being entitied to the floor, advo- 
cated Mr. Wuite’s amendment. He admitied, to 
the fullest extent, the right of Congress to repeal 
the act of 1837; and that it could be repealed with 
perfect good faith, in relation to prospective cases; 
but insisted that the good faith of the Government 
was too deeply pledged as to existing interests to be 
in the slightest degree altered. He considered 
Congress no more at liberty to reduce the provis- 
ion from that of a pension for life to one of a pen- 
sion for five years, than to violate the good faith 
of the Government in any other respect. He felt 
constrained to give his support to the amendment, 
by a sense of duty, and from a belief that the faith 
of the Government was solemnly pledged to these 
pensioners. 


Mr. YOUNG insisted that the whole matter was 
agratuity. It was manifestthat the act of 1837 
had direct reference to the navy pension fund; and, 
that fund being now exhausted, what possible right 
could the widows and children of persons dying a 
natural death in the service have to more favor 
than the wives and children of persons who died 
in battle, or of wounds received in the service of 
the cobntry? Such would be the unjust operation 
of the amendment of the Senator trom Indiana, 
{Mr. White] Mr. Y. said they were not sitting 
there as judges, to settle a legal question; but as 
legislators of the people, to settle a question of 
equity, and to do what was right and just to the 
people and to the pensioners, He did not consid- 
er that, in a question of mere gratuity, these widows 
or children had aright tocomplain if Congress 
should find the national treasury so embarrassed 
as to withho'd, for the future, the gratuity. And 
he did not consider that there would be much jus- 
tice in granting it to the widows and children of 
persons who died a natural death while in the ser- 
vice, and withholding it from the widows and chil- 
dren of those who died fighting the battles of the 
country. 


Mr. ARCHER concurred fuliy with the Senator 
from Illinois. He could not vield up his feelings 
to the pathetic appeals of the Senators from Indi- 
ana and Massachusetis, (Messrs. Waite and 
Cuoate.) He did not think it proper to legislate 
for the gratification of personal sympathies, at the 
expense of the public treasury. He denied that 
an inconsiderate, improper, and improvident act 
should be considered as a contract to bind the 
United States to alltime. Fraud or accident, de- 
sign or improvidence, would have only to betray 
Congress into an improvident act, and Government 
is never to have the power of being released from 
it. Such was the argument of the Senators who 
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supported the amendment of the Senator from In- 
diana. God he!pthe Government that would be 
subjected to such * rule of legislation. He never 
could subscribe to the doctrine that there was a 
vested right in a mere gratuity. 

Mr. BATES said he intended to have spokena 
few words, the other cay, upon the amendment 
proposed by his colleague; but he thougnt the mat- 
ter was made so clear, that it was unnecessary. He 
was, however, admonished by the vote of the Sen- 
ate upon that occasion how distrustful he ought to be 
of his own opision, however decided. The Sena- 
tor from Maine [Mr. Wittiame-] put the case of 
Dr. Goddard, who died in 1802, to illustrate the 
retrospective character of the act of 1837. His 
widow, in consequence of his death, became entitled 
to something over $10,000. With the Senator from 
Maine, he could see no object in that provision cf 
the act, nor any justification of it. Bat all this is 
past, and we cannot help it. 

In turn, (said Mr. B.) allow me to put a case, to 
ijlustrate the feature of the act of 1837, which the 
amendment now before the Senate proposes to re- 
tain. 

Tom Bowline was as good a sailor as ever wore 
around jacket, and as brave. He hada young 
wife, and one child. Times had gone rather bard 
with him onshore. Yhere was lying in the road- 
stcad of the place of his residence a nations! ship, 
that could not go ‘o sea, for want of men. It was 
upon anemergency. The stars and stripes were 
floating at her mast-head. One of your officers of 
the ship applied to Tom to enlist. He offered him 
twelve dojjars a month wages; and he read to him: 
“Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembied, That if any officer or marine shail die in 
the naval service, his widow shall receive half his 
monthly pay until she gets married; cr, if she die, 
his child, unti! it arrives at tweaty-cne years of 
age, and thus become able to take care of itself.” 

Tom enlisted. He went home, and told the short 
story to his wife. He took down his tarpaulin 
from the nail, and threw iton one side of his head, 
laughing as bravely as he could; and, brushing care- 
lessly from his cheek the tear, (which he did not 
wish to have seen,) he went on board the ship. He 
plunged into the fires and fevers of the torrid zone, 
into the ice of the polar seas, into the conflict of 
many a battle. His guardian angel protected him 
I will not say what efficacy the “‘tender prayer” 
had. On his voyage home he was taken sick, and 
died. The last time his eyes closed upon the set- 
ting sun, it was In the confi idence his country 
would keep ils promise, and take car® of his wife 
and child; and in the confidence there (said Mr. B., 
pointing upwards) scarcely more unwavering, th sat 
he should be taken care of—ihe storms of life being 
all over, that he should make his last haven of rest. 

Remembering well what her husband had told 
her, his wife was put upon the pension roll at $6a 
month—a little shortof $1 50 a week, but enough 
to keep a small fire in her grate in the winter, and 
to supply her clean, piain, deal table with a seanty 
repast Now, sir, Iam called upon to extinguish 
the fire of this widow, and to sweep from her table 
the scanty repast provided for her support. I am 
called upon, under the lead of the heno:able Com- 
mitice on Naval Affairs! —I, a Senator of the Uni- 
ted Siates !—I, a man, or something, at least, in 
the form of aman, and with something of the 
feelings of a man; thank God jor that, sir !—TI am 
called upon to do this! I will notdoit. Never— 
never! If we can raise, or borrow, or beg money, 
the widow «f Tom Bowline, and ‘the child, shall 
have their half-pay. 

Think you he looked into the title of your act of 
1837? And if he did, does net everybody know 
that the name of a ihing is not the thing itself— 
that the title of an actis not a part of the actit- 
self? If yon were suabl:, you would be compelled 
to pay this annuity. The contract was as per‘ec! 
as coniract could be. Here is the agreenient, the 
consideration, the performance on the one par!; 
and, moreover, all these legal technicalities and 
forins are merged and lost in the high ani general 
judgment which the moral sense of the world will 
prorounce upon a mere statement of the facts. 

Nor is the injustice which this bill will do, limited 
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to the widow and child of the sailor. It reaches to 
the widows and children of the gallant officers who 
fought your battles, and plucked your drowning 
honor from the deep, and whom this bill consigns 
to poverty avd want. Usually, I am content to 


‘iow the lead of the honorable chairman in his 
measures. Noi so here. In my view, there is 
neither 


hoor, justice, por humanity in this bill; 
and I will notvote for it. No, sir; never. 

Mr. SEVIER considered Senators ought tc look 
to the objects of the pension fund, and the question 
where money was to be got—that fund being ex- 
hausted. 

The debate was briefly continued by Messrs. 
WILLIAMS, ARCHER, and CALHOUN against 
the amendment, and by Mr. WHITES in favor of 
it. 

Mr. ARCHER hoped the amendment proposed 
by Mr. Wituiams to the amendment would be 
adopted. 

The question thereon was then taken, and no 
quorum voting—[several members being absent, 
attending the House of Representatives, to hear 
the veto message ]— 

Mr. LINN asked for either an adjournment ora 
call of the House. 

Mr. ARCHER requested the Chair would send 
to the House for the Senators. 

Mr. SEVIER moved an adjournment; which 
was negatived—ayes 13, noes 14. 

The question was then taken on taking a recess 
from 12 tol e’clock, and decided in the nega- 
live. 

Mean!ime a quorum appeared; when the ques- 
tion was taken on Mr. Wittiams’s amendment 
to the amendment, and there were 14 ayes, and 13 
noes: so the amendment to the amendment was 
adopted. 

Mr. WHITE moved to postpone the matter till 
to-morrow. 

This motion was negatived without a division. 

Mr. WILLIAMS calied for the yeas and nays 
on the amendment as amended, and they were 
ordered. 

Mr. WHITE thought a decision of the Senate 
in favor of the amendment to the amendment 
would be too harsh; he would therefore suggest a 
middie course—to commnte the pension to five 
years from the present time, to the widows of those 
who died as well after as before the present ses- 
sion of Congress; the pension to determine on the 
death or marriage of the widow. 

Messrs. SEVIER, WHITE, and WILLIAMS 
severally mace explanations, 

Mr. WHITE eailed for the yeas and nays on 
his proposed modification of his own amendment; 
which were ordered. 

The question was then taken thereon, and result- 
ed in the negative—yeas 21, nays 23,as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Choate, Clayton, Conrad 
Dayton, Evans, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, 
Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Rives, Simmons, Smith of In- 
liana, Sprague, Tallmadge, and White—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Bagby, Be , Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Crafts, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Fulton, Sacaaee Hen: 


derson, King, Linn, Preston, Sevier, Sturgeon, Tap /pan, 
Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, and Young-—23., 


The question then recurred on the amendment 
as amended, on which the yeas and nays had been 
ordered, end resulted in the negative—yeas 21, 
nays 23, as follows: 


Y&AS—Messts. Barrow, Bates, Choate, Clayton, Conrad, 
Crafts, Evans, Graham, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Miller, 
Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Simmons, 


Smith of Indiana, 


Sprague, and Woodbridge —21. 


Tallmadge, White, 
NAYS—Meeers. 


Allen, aa her, Bagby, Benton, Berrien, 
Buchanan, Caihoun, Crittenden, Cuthbert, ¥ ulton Henderson, 
King Lint in, Pres fon, Sevier, Sturge 


eon, Tappan, Walker, Wil- 


cox, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, and Young—23 


The amendment was then ordered to be en- 
grossed, and the bill read a third time. 
Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Pensions, 


made adverse reports on the hills for the relief of 
Mary Siccvm and Job Haskins; also an adverse 
report on the petition of Mary Dunscomh; which 
were ordered to lie on the tab.e, and be printed. 
The House bill providing tor the establishment 
of police for the protection of public property, and 
o'her purposes, in the city of Washington, was re- 


sumed, as in committee of the whole. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN objected to bringing in 
the President of the United States as chiet polices 
man of the city of Washington. 
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Mr. BAY ARD asked if the objection was to the 
appointing power? 

Mr. CRI TTENDEN observed that his ot jecti n 
was that the Chief ooo. should have any- 
thing to do with the appointment of the police; he 
did not want him to be the chref policeman of the 
city. 

Mr. BAYARD then proposed to vest the ap- 
pointing power of the police guard in the mayor of 
the city. He also suggested other amendments of 
less importance. 

Mr. KING did not see with what propriety Con- 
gress had been drawn into the care or provision of 
the police of the city. It was a matter belonging 
to the corporation, and should be left to the city it- 
self. 


A diseussion here arose on the bill, in which 
Messrs. BAYARD and CONRAD advoeated its 
passage, and Messrs. KING and BUCHANAN 
opposed it; when 


Mr. SEVIER said he thought this was nothiog 
more nor less than a@ propo>ilion to establish a little 
standing army, to be added to hereafter—coming 
from the same quarier, too, which had denounced 
Mr. Poinseit’s plan of reorganizing the militia as 
a pian to fix upon the country a standing army, 
and by which we were defeated. He, therefore, to 
test the sense of tiie Senate, moved to lay the bill 
on the table. 

The question was put, and the motion was 
agreed to; bill was laid on the table. 

NAVAL SCHOOLS 

The bill to provide for the 
val schools was talien up as the unfinished 
of yesterday, under the special order. 

Mr. ARCHER observed that be was 
leave the question of the number of 
established to the wish of the Senate, 
might be. 

Mr. BAYARD moved to strike out the word 
‘five,’ (the number of schovis,) and insert “two.” 

Mr. ARCHER suggested the propriety of di- 
viding the question. 

Mr. BAYARD assenting— 

The question was first taken on striking out the 
word “five; and it was Stricken out. 

The question was then on inseriing 
“iwo.” 

Mr. BAYARD advocated at 
propriety of having two schools 

Mr. CALHOUN was of opinion there shon!d be 
only one school; and that should be somewhere on 
the Chesapeake bay. He wou'd move to fill the 
biank with “one.” 

The CHAIR said the question was first on filling 
the blank with the wor 

That question was 

The question 


so the 


establishment ot Na- 


business 
willing to 


schools to be 


whatever it 


the word 


some jength the 


a ‘iwo ” 
then put, and negatived. 
then arose on Mr. CaLnoun’s 


amendment, to fill the blank with “tone.” 

Mr. ARCHER as sked the Senator from South 
Carolina to include the location on the Chesapeake 
bay. 


Several suggestions were mace by 
tors, as to location; which resulted in its ae 
fixed at some fortification at or near Fort Monroe: 
this amendment was adopted. 

Mr. BAYARD moved some cons 
ments, which were adepted 

Mr. B. then prepo.ed to add to the 
examination, ‘‘ani of candid 
ment of mi dshipm . e 

Mr. BUCHANAN aasked if this would admi 
other pupi!s than appe 0 ted 

Mr. BAYARD said, nt 
candidates for he appointwent of midshipmen, 
being examincd. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said this thing was yielded 
up yesterday, but was now renewed In more 
Objectionable form. Instead of sixteen pupils, 
not midshipmen, it admits of an rniimited number 
of candidates. 

Mr. BAYARD observed that the Senator mis- 
conceived the whole thing. No adduional pupils 
were indicated; ihe subject was left entirely to fa 
ture legislation. The Secretary is not authcrize 
to send any candidates. 

The debate on this 
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and ARCHER; 
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after which, Mr. BAYARD withdrew his proposed 
amendment. 

Mr. ALLEN said: I rise io correct a small er- 
ee in the Globe’s report of my remarks on this 
terday. By that report 1am made to say: 
“The West Point Academy had become a nursery 
for vegrant young men”-—when i! should have 
been “wealthy young men.’ It is not my habit to 
correct the reports cf what [ say in the running 
discussions; nor do J, in the general, even see them, 
until they appear in the papers of the next day. 
Such mistakes are freqaent—and necessarily *o, 
from the position occupied by the reporters. 

Being up, , 1 will remark thet my objections 
to this bil!, though lessened, ara by no means re- 
moved. These naval schools will, «ir, in my judg- 
ment, degenerate into mere funds of political 
patronage; and that patronage be made to minister 
to those who Jeast need it—to the wealthy, not the 
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poor. It is in the nature of such institu'ions‘o doso. 
These schools are to be supported—al! their ex- 
peases paid out cf the public treasury. A given 


number of youug men are to be educate?-—not at 
their own, but at the costof the Government—cut 
of the taxesof the people. What young men will 
these be? Will they be the sons of the poor helpless 
widows, or of the obscure and poweiless citizens 
of the country? Will they be the orphan children, 
who have no one to befriend them? Wiil 
these, or any of the:e—however highly gifted 
by nature, however bright their intellects or 
their virtues, or noble their souls—will they be the 
favored objects selected, thus to be educated at the 
publicexpense? No, sir, all experience is against 
such a belief. The sons of the great, the power- 
ful, the wealthy men of the naten—they who can 
speak with authority and effect to the appointing 
power—their sons will, with few, if any exceptions, 
be the chosen objects of this naticnal gratuity. I 

not the experience of every day in the case of 
West Point, conclusive of this fac? 

What manner of young men are there? The 
sons of great and wealthy men, with exceptions toc 
few to affect the genernl truth. Bat, sir, these in- 
stitutions degeneraie not merely into a fund of jo- 
litical patronage, but, in their management, Cegen- 
erate, likewise, from the great object for which 
they were or cinally intended. How is it with 
West Point? Do the people of this country—ihe 
tax-payipg millions of the interior—do they, or 
ary one of them, imagine that thcy are paying 
taxes to keep up a dancing school? No, sir; not a 
man of them is aware of thisfac'. Indeed, it is 
new to me; nor should | now have known it, bot 
that apersgp (a member of the other House) call!- 
ed my attention to ita moment since, by showirg 
me a letter, dated at West Point. A dancing- 
school! Yes, sir, a dancing schoo! kept up out of 
the taxes of the ever-toiling people of this coun. 
try! Iwill send an extract from this letter, in 
which the writer (himself a cadet) gives the man- 
ner in which their time is spent. Here it is: 








“Tam drilled twice a day at infantry drill, and once at arti} 
lery drill. We rise in the morning at a quarter before 5 o'clock; 
ata quarter past 5 vu’clock we police; at half-past 5 until half- 
past 6 o'clock, infantry drill; from hail-past 6 o'clock ull 7, recre- 


ation, or cleaning arms; trom 7 to 8. breakfast; from 8 to half 
past 8, dress parade and guard mounting; from half-past 8 until 
9, recreation; from 9 to 1G, artillery drill; froin 10 to L, recreation; 








from | to ier;}from 2 to 4, dancing lessons; irom 4 to half 
past 4, recreation; from half-past4 unul 5, police; from 5 til 20 
minutes past 6, infantry drill; from 20 minutes past 6 tll 7, dress 

rade; trom 7 ull 8, supper; ft mS Oil hall pas: 9, recreation 

I 1+} Lyth qua Lol repare for Dec; ata quartei 

f 10, signal for ex ishing These are ail the duties we 
ha to perform during the day. When we go on guard, 
which haj e day out of five days,) we are two hour 
guard, and four 

Thus, 1t seems that two hovrs cach day are 


spent in taking dancing lessons; and thai, too, at 
Wst Point~a military school—where men are to 
be taught to fight 

Sir, this business of teaching soldiers to dance, 
reminds me of an anecdote, which may serve to 
illustrate the folly of the practice—an anecdote, 
sir, of the greatest sol ier thatever lived. I am, of 
course, uaderstood to allude to Napoleon. On 
some occasion, beiwcen his compaigns, he had 
been dancing wilh an accomplished lady, but had 
performed his part ia @ manner somewhat awk- 
wardly. He, therefore, apclogized to the fair one 
by say.ng, “My dear madam, you must pardon 


}| my awkwardness in in the dance, for the truth is, 


1 


eee 





my forte lies not so much in dancing myself, as in 
making other people dance.” 

But, sir, I will not say more, as itis manifest the 
bill will pass, however strong may be the reasons 
against it. 

The question then was put, 
engrossed for a third reading?” 

Mr. ALLEN calied for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

A brief incidental discussion arose in reference 
to the location of the school; after which, 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut explained his rea- 
sous for voting against the bill. 

Mr. WOODBURY siated that the first and indis- 
p nsable point with a young officer was, whether he 
could bear the exposure and ro!l of the ocean. If he 

uld not, all expense in educating him for the ser- 
vice was lost. Hence the first order long had been, 
and should continue to be, an order to sea. After 
that experiment, if the constitution and taste of 
the individual proved suitable, it was not only 
proper to give him aid by literary and scientific in- 
struction on shipboard, but, when off duty, on 
shore. The deck of the vessel, however, was the 
best school-house or academy to begin with; and 
there to mingle explanations and reading with 
aciual experiment. Even on shore, the teaching 
should be rather to occupy suitably his leisure 
hours, and advance him in his naval pursuits, than 
to give him land habits or land tastes. The naval 
officer should be a sailor—an informed, intelligent, 
moral, and inteleciual sailor, if you please; but 
still a son of the ocean, and dedicated, heart and 

for life, io all its arduous duties—great ex- 
posure and high responsibilities, Ia truth, his 
true home is on the mountain wave. 

It was no more proper to send the army officer 
cr the cadet at Wesi Point to sea, than to keep the 
naval! officer much on shore, and attach him 
strongly to shore scenes and shore pursuits. The 
most abhorrent idea to a genuine tar is a land- 
lubber. Hence, the school for bis leisure hours, 
while not afloat, should be, as it had been for many 
years, on or near salt water, and altached to some 
navy-yard. 


Mr W. had no great objection to changing a 

receiving-ship (the usual place for instruction) 
a fort or barzacks, or other suitable balding con- 
nectcd with some naval station; though, in some 
respecis, a vessel bad advantages for illustration 
of nautical ‘erms, and for forming nautical tastes 
and habits. A vessel should be used for short ex- 
perimental cruises freqventiy,even if the school 
was on shore. But he entertained a decided opin- 
iob that the whole establishment should be under 
naval cflicers, naval discipline, and the jurisdic- 
tion of some naval station. And so far from ad- 
milting to the school any not officers, or offigers be- 
fure having seen ses-service, he felt confident that 
abuses would creep in, and the whole scheme 
prove abortive, if eitner of those courses was tol- 
erate’. Such, in a few words, were his general 
views on this topic. Assured as he was that this 
schoo] would be conducted on the principle he ap- 
proved, his vote would be given for the bill. 

The question wen | then taken, and resulted in the 
aflirmative—yeas 22, nays 5, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, 
houn, Choate, Clayton, C rafts, Day 
Miller, Morehead, Rives, 
Walker, Williams, Wo 

NA\S—Me I 
and Woodbri . 

STE AMSHIP ENGINEERS. 

The billto reguia’e the appointment and pay 
of engineers emploved in the navy of the United 
States, was then taken up, as in committee of the 
whole, with amendments recommended by the 
Committee on Naval Affairs, and read. 

Mr. ARCHER propo-ed taking the vote on all 
> amendments submitted by the committee, except 

4th, which he wished to leave subject to some 
aan ie Senator from Alabama | Mr. BacBr] 
bad to offer. 

The amendments were adopted. 

The question then came up on the 4th amendment 
of the committee, which was in relation to,a chief 
engincer, at $3. 000 salary. 

isIr. BAGBY waived his intention of offering any 
amendment. 


‘‘Shail the bill be 


Gayard, Buchanan, Cal- 
, Evans, King, Margum, 
Sevier, Smith of Indiana, Sturgeon, 
ry, and Young—22, 

1, Bagbs, Benton, Smith of Connecticut 






i 


\| 





